
	
 By time you read this letter on Friday, the McLane school community will have re-assembled as 
students and teachers have returned and classes have begun.  With classes having begun on Tuesday, by 
Thursday it felt like we never left for summer break.
	
 The greater McLane community will also be assembling for the first home football game of the year.  
Linden Field will be an eclectic collection of the Lancer faithful.  Parents of the marching band and football 
team will be on hand.  (The band and football team collectively make up 29% of the student body. That is an 
amazing statistic that not many schools can boast.)  There will also be alumni there to witness the game which is 
a usual occurrence but tonight there will be more than usual due to the Hall of Fame Induction.   There will be 
community members, some of whom have attended games for decades.  Teachers and students will also be in 
attendance to herald the new school year and football season.
	
 When you read the district’s core values, “Community” is listed first.  It is the first value listed because it 
was the strongest we heard from the nearly 300 people who were part of discerning our values and mission.  
None of the other values on the list are placed in any particular order but “Community” had to come first 
because we heard about it the most.  “We value a sense of community within the district and with the 
community at large.”
 While a high school football game is a great place to see the community at large, the district is 
composed of a number of small communities – five municipalities to be exact.  Saturday, August 23 was a great 
opportunity to see one of our five “micro-communities” of the greater McLane community in action.  I had the 
great pleasure to attend McKean Community Day.
	
 What a great event it was!  The social hall at St. Francis was crammed full of vendors with crafts and 
other wares.  There was one of the best Chinese auctions I’ve seen.  (Somehow I won two items for dogs and 
I’m a cat owner.   Oh well.)  All around town, people set up tables to have what amounted to a large community 
garage sale as well as a farmer’s market.
	
 McKean Rec Park, one of the gems of the area, was the site for many activities.  Food vendors sold the 
kind of not-too-healthy food that you come to expect at these events.  (A Greek dog and hand cut fries were a 
must for me.)  There were bouncy castles for the kids and live bands playing most of the day.  During the 90 
minutes I attended there were people everywhere.  And of course, what summer trip to McKean is complete 
without a stop to Jay’s Ice Cream stand where he offered cones and hot dogs for only $1.00.  I definitely left that 
day with a calorie surplus.
	
 We live in a world that is seeing less and less quality human interaction.  Technology has fundamentally 
changed the way we communicate, and not always for the better.  While frequency of communication has 
skyrocketed, the quality of those frequent communications has definitely plummeted.  For some things, nothing 
beats face to face human contact.
	
 I have written much in these letters about the need for development in our district.  McKean Boro and 
Township can be the crown jewel of the district’s development crown.  There is plenty of property available that 
has access to water and sewer services and for those who want a lot of land, there are large lots.  For those who 
work in Erie and other points north, it really isn’t too far. 
	
 Having events like McKean Community Day is important because it gives our residents opportunity to 
get out and interact with each other.  It is also important for those who are looking for a community to live in.  
Let’s face it, there are many places you can live in the country that may have many ways to be busy, but no 
opportunities to be part of a community.  The human is wired to want to belong with others.  It really becomes 
evident when you see something like McKean Community Day.
	
 I want to commend the people of McKean who took the time to put together this event.  One of the 
organizers, Tim Weaver, told me that they “threw it together” this year and that next year will be bigger and 
better.  Given how great it was this year, I am already looking forward to next year’s event.  Whether you live in 
McKean or not, next year you should plan to be part of the community –  if only for one day.
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