
	
 This past weekend, Edinboro University celebrated its annual homecoming.  I appreciate the fact that the 
univeristy has made the event a community celebration that brings together “town and gown.”  Seeing our band, 
cheerleaders and homecoming court in the parade is always a pride-filled moment for me.  The weekend is a 
great celebration of friendships and connections
	
 I want to use the occassion of this event to share with you the connections we have with the university 
for the betterment of our students.  Since Julie Wollman has become president, the level of cooperation and 
collaboration between the district and university has become what I always envisioned.  President Wollman is 
one of GM’s biggest cheerleaders and I’m a pretty big fan of the university having earned two degrees and one 
certificate there.
	
 Our most significant collaboration is with “Professional Development Schools.”  Both McKean 
Elementary and the high school have become a PDS.  This means that there is a special relationship with the 
university whereby education majors start working at the school as early as freshman year.  The education 
majors continue to expand their role with the school as the years go by, possibly culminating with student 
teaching.  The college students get to know the school, teachers and students; and, our staff gets to know the 
college students.  This means when one of the students do their student teaching with us, the student teacher is 
up and running on day one and our students get the benefit of a student teacher who really knows the system.
	
 In the early college years, the education majors provide tutoring and help our teachers with various tasks 
at McKean.  They have developed guides for our No New Instruction time and have worked with our positive 
behavior program.  McKean is also utilizing social work students at the school to help conduct social skills 
groups for students.  The high school is only in its first year as a PDS and is deploying the college students for 
before and after school tutoring programs in math, science and writing.
	
 In addition to the partnerships as professional development schools, we utlitize other opportunities at the 
university.  The unversity has graciously hosted training for the new WIN Learning career software.  This two-
county project is being spearheaded by General McLane and Edinboro is the perfect mid-point for Crawford 
and Erie county.  Trainers from WIN learning have commented on Edinboro’s facilities being some of the finest 
they’ve ever used.  Trainees are comfortable and accomodated so that a positive training experience takes place.
	
 The university is one of our partners for the Academy of Medical Arts and Engineering.  University 
professors met with us as we developed the program and now serve as guest speakers for our monthly speaker 
series for students in the academy.  Dr. Teri Astorino from the nursing department recently spoke to students 
about nursing and brought an “infant simulator.”  This life-like baby makes the noises (and liquids) nurses will 
encounter when working with infants.  It was quite a site to see some of our students handling this “child.”  Dr. 
Ann Quinn of the math department will be speaking this month, exploring the mathematics of the game, “Set.”
	
 Another area of collaboration with the university is in regard to foreign students.  I have been working 
with university officials to bring in students from other countries who would finish their high school careers 
with us and then matriculate to the university.   There are numerous advantages to hosting these students.  They 
would provide some diversity and global awareness for our students and would also pay tuition.  We are finding 
this project to be complicated and time intensive.   Though the university has empty dorm space that could 
house these students, we may need to start small by having students stay in family homes.  If you are interested 
in this project, please contact me.
	
 Of course, there are numerous informal interactions between our instiutitions.  Administrators and 
teachers occassionaly serve as a guest speaker in a university class or serve on a panel for future teachers or 
future administrators.  Our faculty will call or work with professors on various projects.   We often host students 
doing field experiences and their student teaching, as well as working with the younger students on various class 
projects.
	
 Universities and school districts which are neighbors should have a good working relationship.  I am 
pleased to say that General McLane and Edinboro Univeristy have such a relationship.  Go Lancers!  Go Scots!
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