
	
 Like me, many people who live in our school district came here from somewhere else and ended up 
staying.  There is something about our community that is charming and we enjoy what this community has to 
offer.  As a school district employee, I’ve always enjoyed the large role that the school plays in the community,  
so I’d like to propose that we take Saturday, November 22, to celebrate “all things McLane.”
	
 You can start your day at the Holiday Arts Craft Fair at the high school.  It starts at 10:00 a.m. and is a 
fantastic way to kick off the holiday season and get some great gifts for those on your Christmas gift list.  The 
organizer of this event, Sally Scarlett, does an amazing job of getting quality vendors to display and sell their 
wares.  There is artistic jewelry, handmade clothing, beautiful hand-carved items and tons of Christmas 
decorations, centerpieces and wreaths, just to name a few items.  Truly, you can find many unique and personal 
gifts for others (and yourself).  
	
 The Holiday Arts Craft Fair has become a great annual event that I look forward to every year.  It has 
become a fun way for the community to gather and get in the spirit of the holiday season.  And, it benefits the 
General McLane Foundation which is a very important philanthropic arm of the school district.
	
 After you’ve spent some time at the Arts Fair (it ends at 4:00 p.m.) you can spend some time exploring 
the small shops of Edinboro.  Look at antiques at Lake Effect Antiques and Lady Gray Antiques or stop in 
Lakeside Commons to stock up on holiday paper products.  You can get some Lancer clothing for your favorite 
Lancer on your gift list at R&S Sports or Brink Ink.  Men, if you want to really impress your wife this holiday, 
stop in at the store aptly named, Jeweler.  You can talk to the owner, Cecil, about custom making a one-of-a-
kind piece of jewelry for your one-of-a-kind spouse.  And, women, Cecil also carries an interesting inventory of 
medieval weaponry.  What man would not want to see a six foot “Excalibur” under his Christmas tree?
	
 Of course, all that shopping is going to work up an appetite.  You can enjoy one of the many eateries 
operated by GM alumni in the district.  If you’re looking for a full dinner, stop by the Crossroads Dinor run by 
GM alum Garrett Leveto.  I recently had the Premium Reserve Pork Flat Iron there and it was incredible!  If 
you’re in a more whimsical mood, check out La Grille run by the Ruth family whose four children went through 
McLane.  They have more varieties of Grilled Cheese and milkshakes than I’ve ever seen anywhere.
	
 If you want a casual dining experience you could head north to McKean and grab something at Tim 
Weaver’s McKean Tavern or get some great smoked meats at McKean Six Pack Family Grill and Smokehouse 
owned by Doug Myers.  Both Tim and Doug are GM grads.  On your way to eat in McKean, stop and visit Mrs. 
Bigwood’s Floral Shop.  Or if you stay in Edinboro, there’s always GM alum, Pat Hargest’s Hotel Bar which 
serves dinners or head north on 99 and enjoy the ever-popular Uncle Charlie’s whose owner, Bill Correll has 
been a huge supporter of our schools.
	
 Once you are finished with dinner, return to the high school for our production of Phantom of the Opera 
which begins at 7:00 p.m.  If you’ve seen Phantom of the Opera and are wondering how a high school pulls off 
a show of that magnitude, you are not alone.  It is a show that requires advanced musical talent, directing 
expertise and some pretty complicated and elaborate scenery and lighting.  We’ve got the talent that can pull it 
off!  There are only 17 schools in the country this year performing this show because of its difficulty.  
	
 If you have a conflict with the 22nd, unfortunately, you can’t attend the Holiday Arts Craft Fair any 
other day as it is a one day affair.  You can catch Phantom on Thursday and Friday night at 7:00 and at the 
Sunday matinee at 3:30 p.m.  Of course the restaurants mentioned can be visited most days throughout the week 
and the small businesses can be visited often between now and Christmas.  As a matter of fact, I’d encourage 
everyone to patronize the small businesses in our district on Saturday, November 29 which is small business 
day, a day to remember the importance of small businesses in our community.  They often support our students 
by taking ads in our programs and providing products at a reduced rate so we need to support them.  Small 
business day is a day to show our appreciation.
	
 Put November 22nd on your calendar as a day for “all thing McLane.”  Add November 29 as small 
business day.  I hope to see you around on one or both of those days!
	
 (Note:  There are other shops and restaurants in our district, all worthy of our support.  This Lancer 
Letter was not intended to mention them but to encourage support for every business endeavor in our 
district.)	
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