
	
 Taxpayers of General McLane and of all school districts in Pennsylvania:  You should be angry – maybe 
even incensed.  You are being forced to pay for inferior education for those who “choose” it while also paying 
for a quality education system.  I’m speaking, of course, about one of my “hot buttons,” cyber charter schools.
	
 This week I want to make my point with some very specific information which I think will show the 
insanity of this whole system and why you should be upset.
	
 During last school year, 2013-2014, 53 students from the General McLane School District attended a 
charter school.  When a student (or student’s parent) decides to attend a charter school, we get no say in the 
matter.  We usually find out simply by receiving a request for school records from the charter school the student 
is planning to attend. 
	
 To make my point, I will use Governor Corbett’s School Performance Profile system.  I’m not fond of 
this system even though GM rose to the top of it.  I think it essentially takes a very complex system involving 
human beings and reduces it to one simple number.  That is never good. Nonetheless, since the Governor has 
been pushing both his rating system and charter schools, I will oblige him and use it.
	
 As you may know from the newspaper, GM came out as the top district in Erie County in 13-14 
according to the school Performance Profile system.  Our schools scored as follows:	


	
 Charter Schools performance rating is based on the whole K-12 system so they only get one number, not 
a number per building as we do.  You can look at this chart and relate the level of school performance to each 
grade level.  For example, an elementary student in Agora Cyber school is getting an education rated at 42.4  
when he or she could be at our school rated at 94.7.

Charter School El Students Middle School 
Studenta

High School 
Students

SPP
Score

Cost to GM 
Taxpayers

Agora Cyber 2 2 2 42.4 $44,985

PA Cyber 7 5 15 55.5 $206,748

Commonwealth 
Connections Cyber

1 2 2 52.2 $33,792

PA Virtual Cyber 0 1 1 63.4 $24,672

PA Leadership Charter 1 0 1 59.3 $16,728

Montessori 3 1 0 78.5 $29,677

Perseus House 0 1 4 40.9 $62,424

Erie Rise Academy 2 0 0 61.5 $16,828
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School SPP score

Edinboro Elementary 94.7

McKean Elementary 94.7

James W. Parker Middle School 83.2

General McLane High School 90.6



	
 In 2013-2014, you the taxpayers of General McLane paid $435,858.64 for students to attend these 
schools.  Some will argue that because the payment is withheld from our state subsidy that local tax dollars are 
not being used.  Semantics.  We budget every year estimating what will be withheld so that has to be made up 
with local taxes.  This year we will likely see lose half a million to charter schools.
	
 The proponents of the charter system insist that it is about choice:  parents should have a choice as to 
what school their child attends.  What about GM taxpayers?  Shouldn’t you have a choice?  Shouldn’t you have 
a say as to whether you want to support low performing school systems while you’ve already provided one of 
excellence?  How much more money will we waste at the altar of choice?
	
 The “priests of choice” have many arguments which I will not take time to completely explicate this 
week.  One of their arguments, though, is,  “Why should a child be forced to attend an underperforming public 
school.”  They don’t think about the taxpayers being forced to pay for students to attend underperforming 
charter schools.  Where is the choice for you?
	
 The bottom line is that there is a focused effort to move public education dollars into private and charter 
schools because there is much profit that can be earned.  That is the motivation that allows this debacle to 
continue.  I encourage you to educate yourself.  Google the term “American Legislative Exchange Council” as 
this corporately supported 501(c)(3) promotes the agenda that Pennsylvania has been following.  The website 
www.alecexposed.org is very revealing.  Educate yourself and then let your voice be heard!  
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