
	
 When you read this letter, you will hopefully have had a wonderful Christmas day, filled with love, 
family and good food.  The kids have been off school for three days now.  Perhaps soon, a line from a familiar 
Christmas song, “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas,” will echo through your head:  “. . . and Mom 
and Dad can hardly wait for school to start again.”
	
 Many children have, or will have received this Christmas, a mobile device that runs programs which are 
called “Apps.”  To help your children pass the time while having fun and learning this holiday and throughout 
the year, we’ve put together some suggested Apps for their mobile devices.
	
 You may be interested to know that a current topic in education is a concept that has been dubbed, 
“gamification.” (My apologies to those who love the English language, but I didn’t make up this word.)   It’s 
based on the idea that we can use some of the tenets of “game theory” used to create video games to motivate 
students to learn.  Technology is getting more powerful and we are finally entering an era where educational 
technology does not simply enhance the learning process but is helping students learn in a way that we cannot 
duplicate in the classroom.
	
 We’ll start our recommendations with math apps.  We are looking at a program for the district called ST 
Math, or Spatial Temporal Math.  It is a totally new, out of the box approach to helping students understand 
concepts in mathematics.  The approach it uses can drive adults crazy but students have no issues.   Like the 
way children learn video games, there are no instructions in a manual or on the screen.  You are simply 
presented with a puzzle and you have to figure out how to solve the puzzle.  The constant from one game to the 
next is a penguin named JiJi.  You must get JiJi to walk across the screen.  Two games are available for free 
from ST Math.  They are called Kickbox and Big Seed and can be downloaded from the App store.  They are 
good for grades K-adult.  Have fun with these.
	
 Keeping on the math theme, Michelle Lindenberger, a math teacher at our middle school has some 
suggestions.  Xtramath and Sushi Monster are apps that will help kids with their math fact fluency.  Having 
students be able to understand and perform basic operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 
is fundamental to success in math.  She also suggests apps that involve strategy since developing strategic 
thinking for math is also critical.  Apps that develop strategy are 2048 Slider and Free Flow.  Combinations is 
an app that works like the card game, SET.	

	
 Leaving the math domain, McKean Elementary teacher Sarah Grossett suggests an app called Spelling 
City.  It allows students to type in their spelling words and instantly provides a dozen games for them to practice 
spelling the words.  Two other similar apps are SuperSpeller and Cursive.
	
 Who doesn’t remember being in elementary school and learning state capitals?   Edinboro teacher, Milly 
Williams, notes that the app, Stack the States is a great way to help with that skill.  There is a lite version that is 
free.
	
 Associate principal and district technology instructor, Pam Mackowski suggests Sodoku, and Whirly 
Words as programs to help students grow with vocabulary.  She suggests Cross Fingers as a good puzzle game 
and an app called Paper.  Paper is a drawing/painting app that will tap your creative side.  Pam also notes that 
appsgonefree is a good app to have because each day it lets you know what new, free apps are available. 
	
 If you type the word physics into the search box for apps, you will find a multitude of games for a 
variety of ages for children to develop their three dimensional visualization.   This skill will help them in math, 
physics and even architecture.  Doing things like building bridges and other gadgets on the screen is valuable 
and while I’m still a big fan of tinker toys and legos, doing it technologically can allow a certain degree of risk 
you don’t want children to take outside the virtual realm.
	
 Finally, high school technology teacher, Tim Snair, suggests the presentation app, Prezi.  Getting 
children to organize their thoughts to create a presentation that is logical and visual is a great skill that will be 
used throughout school and on the job.  At the end of Christmas vacation, you can have all your children 
present, “What I Did on my Christmas Vacation” to the whole family!
	
 I hope that this information has been helpful and that you enjoy this holiday season.  Appy Holidays!
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