
	
 It seems as though spring has finally arrived.  The massive snow pile at the end of my driveway has 
finally melted.  The grass is turning green.  I’ve seen some crocus come up.  And, of course the most important 
harbingers of spring:  both Dairy Supreme and Jay’s have opened for the season!
	
 Spring is truly a time of “new beginnings.”  New life is around us everywhere.  It is fitting then that the 
first step in a child’s “school beginning” takes place at this time of year.  Last week, both our elementary 
schools hosted kindergarten registration for the class of 2028 which will begin school this fall.  
	
 Our principals and staff work very hard to welcome children into kindergarten and do their best to put 
parents at ease with this transition.  For parents sending their first child to school, it can be a scary and uneasy 
time.  After meeting our kindergarten teachers and seeing their intense level of care and professional 
competence, parents are relieved knowing their children are in caring, capable hands.  I applaud and thank our 
teachers for the time and effort they give to create this environment.
	
 This year, our staff is going to go yet another step farther to make a child’s first year in school be a 
successful year.  Children come to us at very different levels and from varied backgrounds.  Some children 
know their numbers and letters and others have had no exposure.  Children are at various levels of rudimentary 
skill development for math, science and social studies.  Some have age appropriate social skills and some do 
not.
	
 When kindergarten students are assigned to a classroom for the fall, it can be problematic if an 
inordinate number of kindergarten students who are developmentally behind end up in the same classroom.  
One teacher may have 50%-60% of her students not ready for kindergarten while another teacher may only have 
10%.  That is why our schools this year will be having each new kindergarten child come for a visit before the 
end of this school year.
	
 During their visit this spring, these future students will take part in assessments and screenings to 
ascertain their level of readiness for kindergarten next year.  Using this information, principals will be able to 
assign classes in a way that evenly distributes students with higher needs.  We feel this will allow teachers to 
better address the individual needs of their students.
	
 Planning for next year’s kindergarten classes takes time and the first step is having all students register.  
We project the number of children we will see using live birth data from five years ago and that number is fairly 
accurate.  Over the years we have become frustrated by the growing number of parents who wait until late 
summer or even right before the school year begins to register their kindergarten child.  This makes planning for 
us difficult.  If you are a parent of a child who will be eligible for kindergarten next year (age 5 by June 1) or 
you know someone who has a kindergarten age child, please encourage them to register their child ASAP.
	
 Parents with children age birth to 5 should also make themselves aware of the Kindergarten Readiness 
checklist that is available through the Erie Together initiative.  The checklist outlines the skills children should 
develop before entering kindergarten in the following categories: Language and Literacy Development; 
Mathematical Thinking and Expression; Scientific Thinking and Technology; Social Studies Thinking; Creative 
Thinking and Expression; Health, Wellness, and Physical Development; and Social and Emotional Skills.
	
 This checklist and other kindergarten readiness information can be found at http://www.erietogether.org/
kindergarten-readiness.  Parents wanting to give their child every advantage for school success should work to 
develop the readiness skills in their children.  As the website notes:  “Families are a young child’s first and most 
important teachers. Child care providers also play an important role in helping children learn and grow. During 
a child’s early years, families and child care providers can help children prepare for school and a successful 
future.”
	
 We encourage parents of pre-school age children to be a part of their child’s education both before and 
after entering school.  Together, we can make a positive difference in children’s lives.
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