
	
 Last week, one of my favorite events of the year was held on Thursday night: the annual Art Exhibit and 
Choral Concert at the high school.   This event begins with an art exhibition that is the culmination of the work 
completed by students in the visual and practical art departments.  
	
 A wide variety of artistic media is presented by students at this event:  paintings, drawings, photographs, 
ceramics and graphic designs.  Additionally, students who work in the “practical arts” of woodworking, metal-
working and computer aided drafting display tables, shelving, picnic tables and many other projects requiring a 
high level of craftsmanship.
	
 Like most people who attend the show, I am very impressed by the high quality of the works displayed.  
This high level of quality speaks both to the talent of our students and the skill and dedication of our staff.  Even 
those of us who claim to “have no artistic ability” probably do have some ability but have never had the 
appropriate exposure and training that could develop it.  That’s why I love seeing the names of the students who 
have produced the work.  They are often students for whom you are surprised to learn that they would have an 
artistic bent.   I think that the event speaks to the success of the entire K-12 system’s pursuit of our mission to 
“meet students where they are to empower them to become all they are capable of being.”
	
 This show is a manifestation of the well-roundedness of our students.  The show exhibits works of 
students who also excel on the athletic field, concert stage and classroom.  These students will graduate and 
pursue careers in many different arenas but will still have the ability to enjoy art, create art and make a piece of 
furniture for their home. 
	

	
 After viewing the art work of our students, the spring concert choir performs a program of difficult 
choral works.  I am including here my letter to Mr. Yates and the choir to convey how impressed I was with the 
concert.

Dear Mr. Yates and the Spring Concert Choir:

Last night’s concert was undoubtedly the finest performance of classic choral repertoire that I have every heard 
at General McLane.  The music was outstanding and though difficult, you were able to perform it with a high 
level of musicianship and musical maturity.  Your vocal control and expressiveness was at a level well above the 
norm for high school students.

I know there are some people who would call the style of the concert “classical” and would assert that they 
“don’t like classical music.”  My contention is that they have never been truly exposed to quality classics.  Last 
night was proof that music requiring a high level of musical maturity, when performed well, stirs the soul and 
moves the audience to transcend the mundane aspects of our daily existence.

While I was deeply moved listening to your performance as a member of the audience, you know how profound 
and fulfilling it was to be engaged in the delivery of that performance.  What you experienced last night is rare – 
it is the ultimate goal musicians strive to attain.  Eighty voices working together to create an experience that is 
almost surreal does not happen often, and it is an experience you will remember the rest of your life.

Looking at all of you last night, I recognized that you are many unique individuals with varied interests, skills, 
background and aptitudes.  Yet, together, you created something of beauty that touched many hearts – further 
proof that music truly is the universal language.

I hope that your experience performing in this top notch ensemble prompts you to enjoy choral music the rest of 
your life and perhaps, take advantage of opportunities to continue your singing experience in choirs as an adult.

Thank you for providing such an amazing experience.
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