
	
 On Tuesday, June 16, Edinboro University hosted a day-long School Safety Seminar.  In attendance 
were 127 emergency responders and 170 school district employees from throughout the region.  The speaker for 
the day was Lieutenant Colonel David Grossman.  Grossman’s career includes service in the U.S. Army as an 
officer as well as a parachute infantryman, a U.S. Army Ranger and a professor of psychology at West Point. In 
February 1998, and currently spends 300 days per year on the road conducting trainings and seminars.   
Grossman has served as an expert witness in numerous state and federal court cases and was part of the 
prosecution team of United States vs. Timothy McVeigh.  Grossman has written a number of books for which 
one received a nomination for a Pullitzer Prize.
	
 In General McLane, safety is one of our core values.  Several district employees attended the seminar.  
Though we have a comprehensive safety plan in place and review it annually, it is always good to attend these 
events to see if any part of our plan needs tweaked or changed.
	
 Grossman was a unique speaker in both his delivery and content.  He was “old school” in presentation 
style using only several overheads.  He was blunt and uncompromising on what he believed.  He is a strong 
believer in arming educators.  He cites the fact that “shooters” look for notoriety and a high “kill count.”  When 
they know people in a building may be able to stop them early, he claims they will not act out their plan in that 
building.
	
 Grossman recognizes the issues with arming educators such as the teacher in Utah who accidentally shot 
a toilet. (oops)  To avoid these types of accidental discharges and other possible problems caused by educators 
being armed, a company has developed a safe that can only be opened by a retinal scan.   Persons with the 
proper training are the only ones with access to the weapons in the safe.
	
 Other suggestions of Grossman were less controversial.  Schools should have a single point of entry as 
we do with our buzzer entries in all buildings.  He’s also a big fan of “Lock Down Drills” or what we call safety 
checks.  All schools have procedures in place to have students and staff seek a safe location and stay out of the 
halls should there be an intruder in the building.  Grossman is also a big fan of having an armed resource officer 
in the school.  He claims this is the number one deterrent.
	
 Grossman will not speak of “school shootings.”  He insists that they be referred to as “massacres” 
because by comparison to things like the St. Valentine’s Massacres, that’s what they are.  He suggests that as 
Canada does, we should not publish the name of juveniles who commit crimes of mass murder as the notoriety 
is something they crave.
	
 Grossman’s major point and theme woven throughout the entire day’s discussion was the issue our 
society has created with violent video games, television shows and movies.  He notes that violent visual 
imagery is addictive.  He notes that the greatest harm viewing violence is with children age 2-8.  At that age, it 
is difficult for a child to discern fantasy from reality.  Yet, one study showed that 30% of second graders in 
Michigan played the violent video game, Grand Theft Auto.
	
 Grand Theft Auto is a video game that grossed millions of dollars.  Those who play it take on the role of 
a criminal and make money by various nefarious means.  As a criminal, you also engage in the committal of 
violent murders.  Games such as this, according to Grossman, teach our children to be murderers.  In these 
games, the cops are the bad guys and criminals are the good guys.  The Wii game, Manhunt II, is a game that 
Grossman says has children physically rehearse violence.
	
 Grossman made an interesting statement:  “Before we put a kid on any drug, take them of their current 
drug for a week.  (TV, video games, movies)  I thought this was an interesting statement and one that gave me 
pause to think.  
	
 Based on what Grossman told us in great detail about some of the video games students are playing, I 
strongly urge parents to fully know and understand what video games their children are playing.  As a theme for 
a bookstore says, “What goes into a mind, comes out in a life.”
	
 As to the impact of this seminar on school district safety plans, we will review some of the things we 
learned and decide what changes, if any, we need to make.  One thing we have learned about schoolssafety is 
that anyone wanting to do harm will take advantage of knowledge of our safety plan; therefore, some aspects of 
it are not shared with the public.  
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