
 
 This week’s Lancer Letter comes from sixth grade math teacher, Chris Triola.  Chris is the first 
teacher to answer my invitation to write a letter to help give a clearer picture of what happens in our 
classrooms.  Chris does a great job bringing you up to date on today’s modern pedagogy.

 The other day as I was teaching something really hit me.  My students were focused and on task, 
I was up and about and moving through the room when it occurred to me that most adults have no idea 
what is happening in the classroom.  Please do not take offense to this. Not having a clue regarding what 
goes on in the classroom is not a bad thing.  I have no clue what goes on at the police station, hospital, or 
junkyard.  I have a general idea, but not the full story.  Things have changed… I mean really, really 
changed, and much of it in a good way.
 Take my classroom.  I learned in the very same classroom where my students are learning.  Yep, 
those of you who remember probably still shake your head that I am at the helm, but that is another 
matter.  When I came through, we had a solid curriculum, good teachers who cared, and a clean, well 
maintained facility.  We still have all those, but the delivery and interaction of information is way 
different. 
 Consider this point: My students still have a traditional math book with pages and problems.  
The difference is the presentation of the content within the lesson.  Students no longer just open their 
book and follow along, they become active and involved learners.  There is a Smartboard at the front of 
the room displaying the online version of the textbook.  The material from the pages can now be 
highlighted, moved to connect concepts, and even sent directly to the students at their seats who have 
iPads in their hands.
 The iPads connect each child in real time to what is being discussed.  When a question is asked, 
they respond and send it to me, the teacher, who immediately knows where each child stands on a 
concept.  Who I need to encourage, who needs praised, and which student needs a fire lit under them are 
immediately known to me.   Each child’s response is logged, dated, and recorded for review.  There is no 
hiding for any of them!  WOW!  Never before have they, the students, been so accountable for the 
learning process. They must interact.  How many of us remember being able to slide back and tune out 
the teacher?  As I walked around my classroom that thought hit me, followed by this one: these kids 
can’t hide from the learning.  I and my buddies would have never survived the classroom of today!
 Back at the Smartboard, software is recording everything I write down and everything I say.  A 
screen recording is being made so a copy can be shared with a student who is absent, or used to review 
my effectiveness in putting out a quality lesson.  It is also offering me a chance to tell students and 
parents that yes, the information was taught to your child. Fortunately, our students see this and they are 
stepping up to this new age of educational accountability.  For them it is just their reality and they are 
awesome about it.   For some it is stressful, yet they are rising to the challenge.
 Now consider homework.  Homework assignments are still given the traditional paper/pencil 
way, but now they are backed up with social media and online resources directly available to the parents 
and child.  If a child forgets an assignment, he can jump into cyber space and usually find multiple ways 
to locate a copy.  Most have a smart phone capable of scanning and sending the work to their friends. 
Copying answers is a totally different beast these days.   It is inspiring to see how many kids are 
stepping into this new role as a learner.  With the support of parents they are taking their personal growth 
to a new level never before seen in the classroom.  If the truth be told, it is almost impossible to keep up 
with some of these new age students. They are so dedicated it can be intimidating to an old dawg teacher 
like me.
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 It is my hope that this letter helps you understand how learning takes place in the modern 
classroom.  The system has moved to incredible new levels.  In fact we are now using a new math 
program called ST Math (Spatial Temporal Math), which is so refined a learning tool it strikes me as 
artificial intelligence.  It is based on the brain science being used to help disabled persons move artificial 
limbs with their thoughts.
 For good or bad, what happens in the classroom today is far different from what happened just 
five years ago.  It boggles the mind what students are experiencing and what unfolds behind the scenes.  
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