
The Academy Enters Its Fourth Year

Your Digital Footprint
Mrs. Ruscitto posed the 
following questions as her 
session opener. The students 
used their iPads to explore.

What would we find if 
we Googled your 
name?

If  we Googled your 
name five years from 
now, what types of  
things would you hope 
to see?
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The Academy graduated its first class in 
June and began its fourth academic year in 
September. Fifty-five students are enrolled 
in the Academy for the 2015-2016 school 
year in grades 10-12.

The juniors and seniors will begin 
shadowing experiences in December, and 
a number of  field trips and extended 
experiences are planned.

Speaker Series
The iPad rollout presented the perfect 
opportunity for the Academy students to 
learn about their digital footprint and how 
to create a positive digital presence.

Mrs. Barbara Ruscitto, an HR and PR 
consultant, guided the students through 
the confusing issues of  maintaining an 
online presence. She led the students 
through some tough questions about what 
is and is not appropriate, what you should 
never post, and what you should post. We 
hope to do a follow-up training with her in 
the near future. 



Sophomore Activities
  

The sophomore students 
attended a manufacturing day 
program at Lord 
Corporation, Erie. The 
students were able to see what 
engineers do on a daily basis. 
The students also visited the 
production facility to 
understand how an engineer’s 
design becomes a 
manufactured object. 

       Junior Activities  

The juniors attended STEM day at EUP 
on October 13. The students participated in 
three different labs including extracting 
mathematically locating the optimal parking 
place, extracting DNA from fruits and 
vegetables, and explorations in astronomy at 
the planetarium.

 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5

ACADEMY update
Academy of Medical Arts and Engineering	 	 	 	 Semester 1 Fall 2015

Speaker Series
Tye Patchana, medical student at 
LECOM spoke to the medical students in 
November. He led students through a day 
in the life of  a typical medical student. Tye 
emphasized the importance of  focusing 
exclusively on your studies when in 
medical school—there is no time for a 
part-time job. He gave excellent life lessons 
to students about being prepared, work 
ethic, and making the most of  the 
opportunities that you are given. The 
students enjoyed this question and answer 
session and look forward to having more 
medical students address the group.

The engineering students worked with 
Hannah Kirby from Lord Corp. This was 
an excellent follow-up to their visit to the 
Erie facility. She explained her role as an 
engineer, ensuring quality control. She led 
the students through the process of  
determining what went wrong when a 
production problem is discovered.



November 2015
 The junior girls attended Women in Engineering 
Day at PSU Behrend. The day focused on solving 
real problems through simulations. The girls built 
water filtration systems for remote villages; 
designed and tested air bag systems using eggs; 

explored structural stability by building model 
towers with a variety of  materials, and simulated 
an assembly line and then improved its efficiency. 
The event is always one of  the students’ favorites.

Speaker Series
Dr. David Teufel talked to the medical students about dentistry 
in November. He helped the students understand that running a 
medical practice involves more than completing medical 
procedures. Medical professionals need to be able to deal with 
and understand how to work with a staff, management and 
organization, and listening and understanding your patients. 

Charles Weindorf  is a software engineer for Erie Insurance 
where he has worked for more than 30 years. The students were 
fascinated with the gadgets that he brought and demonstrated–
cutting edge technology from the 1970s and 1980s. Charles 
began programming as a hobby when he was in high school and 
wrote articles for several programming magazines. College The 
hobby eventually became his livelihood. The students were 
impressed with his passion and enthusiasm for his field and the 
idea that a hobby leads to a career. Several students will be 
shadowing Mr. Weindorf  later in the second semester.



December 2015
Kyle Sult, Ryan Carpenter, 
and Jordan Motter traveled 
to the Valspar plant in 
Rochester, PA to shadow a 
chemical engineer at the 
industrial coatings facility on 
December16. The trio met 
with engineers and 
participated in the actual 
production process that was 
happening in the plant that 
day.

Also on December 16,  Joel 
Linebach shadowed 
engineers at Plastikos, Erie 
in the new medical devices 
production facility.  Joel 
worked in the new, 
pressurized, clean-room with 
several engineers. They were 
tasked with determining why 
a minute part for an insulin 
pump was not meeting the 
manufacturing specs. 

Speaker Series
December’s featured engineer was Ali Parker from GE 
Transportation accompanied by her co-worker, Rosie Denning. 
Ali is an industrial engineer with a degree from the University 
of  Pittsburgh. She is responsible for quality control as well as 
some aspects of  design. She travels to GE’s plants world-wide 
to manage projects. T

Dr. Randy Kuleza , anatomy professor and supervisor of  the 
cadaver lab from LECOM worked with the medical students 
on December 18. Dr. Kuleza has done extensive research on 
the brain. He shared some of  his current research on the brain, 
sound, and autism. During the question and answer portion, 
he shared photos of  some of  his most interesting cases 
including a case in which a tumor had grown teeth and hair. 
(The kids are still talking about that.) Dr. Kuleza will host the 
seniors of  the Academy in April at his cadaver lab.

Student 
Shadow 
Experiences


