
	
 There is something about the calendar changing to 2016 that has made me retrospective.   For those of 
us born closer to the middle of the previous century, the year 2000 was something of a year of demarcation.  So 
many discussions and writings focused on life before the year 2000 and after the “turn of the century.”  Then, of 
course, there was the bogus Y2K bug that was going to cause planes to drop from the sky and computers to melt 
down when the ball dropped on the year 2000.  Yet, here we are, sixteen years beyond the turn of the century in 
a year that once seemed so far in the future.
	
 Engage with me in a little exercise.  Begin to think about all the things that have been written in the 
English language.  Novels that entertain, horrify or hold us in suspense.  Volumes that explain the math and 
science behind the functioning of the world.  Transcripts of legal proceedings that set limitations or break 
barriers to how we live and treat each other.  Landmark documents such as the Magna Carta and Declaration of 
Independence that espouse the basic human rights to be afforded all men.  Plays and screenplays that probe 
classic themes that have been part of man’s existence from the beginning.  And, dare I mention the 264 Lancer 
Letters which I have penned.
	
 What is it that all these documents have in common?  Take a while to develop your answer before 
reading on.
	
 All these documents, regardless of what topic they address, have one thing in common: they all just use 
26 letters to convey their message.  Twenty-six letters, arranged in what seems a nearly infinite number of ways, 
to convey disparate thoughts, evoke a wide gamut of emotions and sometimes even move people to action.  Just 
26 letters.
	
 The year 2016 once seemed very distant but like a collection of 26 letters, its presents to us infinite 
possibilities.  When I think about our school system, I think of it as a group of professionals presenting 
possibilities for the future of our children.  Could it be that in one of our kindergarten classes right now, our 
teacher is providing the building blocks for the person who will find a cure for a previously incurable cancer?  
Could a third grade teacher be teaching reading to the child who will grow to read scripts and be a professional 
actor that enriches our lives?  Perhaps a sixth grade student is gaining a foundation in math class that will lead 
her to eventually engineer a medical device that saves or enriches lives.  Consider the possibilities.
	
 What possibilities will you create for yourself or others in 2016?  What possibilities will you turn into 
reality?
	
 I like to think of education as the “possibility business.” When we strive to meet our mission, we will 
empower students to become all they are capable of being.  What they are capable of being can have endless 
possibilities, even with limited resources (like 26 letters).  No legislation, politician or government body can 
keep educators from opening a world of possibilities for their students.  It is the gift we have as educators to 
give our students.	

	
 Here’s looking forward to a year of possibilities for our students, staff and each of you and your 
families.  To quote from Start Trek II, “There are always possibilities.” Best wishes in 2016.

Lancer Letter #264! Possibilities


