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Parting Words.
For the last two decades, politicians have been obsessed with comparing and ranking 

schools.  Many websites have been spawned and a complex system called a school which is built 
around the human brain, learning and interpersonal communication is reduced to a single 
number.  I will spare you my diatribe of the nefarious reasons I assign to this movement and 
instead, say that data on student progress should be plentiful and should all be viewed.  Reducing 
it to one number and using it to evaluate people is inaccurate, but it is important to look at the 
information and determine what it is telling you about your school system.

One metric is obvious but is never used in the high stakes school rating systems:  student 
surveys.  Understandably, you wouldn’t want opinions of those under 18 years old representing 
the sum total of your school’s efforts; however, graduating seniors have a great deal of insight to 
offer us.  

Every May since 2010, we’ve asked our seniors to complete an Exit Survey – a short list 
of 15 questions to give us an idea of how they felt about their school experience.  Conventional 
wisdom would say that asking a graduating senior his or her opinion about anything in May is a 
dangerous proposition –  they checked out in March and are anxious to move on.  Fortunately, it 
seems that our seniors have taken the task seriously and have given us good feedback.  Using the 
five year average of responses, I will cite some of the things we have learned.

First, I want to say that while most questions are directed to their high school experience, 
I believe the student responses are a reflection of the total K-12 school experience.  Without a 
quality foundation laid in kindergarten and built upon every successive year, the high school 
experience could not possibly be good; therefore, I believe these answers reflect on the total 13 
year experience.

When asked if their high school studies instilled in them a desire to read, 41.3% 
responded good or excellent while 28.7% gave that an average.  Twenty-nine (29.6%) percent 
gave that a below average or needs improvement.  Given the importance of reading, this would 
be an area where we want to see improvement; however, I would note that 72% responded 
affirmatively to the question, “Did school make you want to continue learning after completion 
of high school?”

When asked to rate the quality of classroom instruction at the high school, 68% said good 
or excellent and only 4% said it was below average or needed improvement.  This is a pretty 
strong endorsement. 

Given that part of our mission is to “empower students to be all they are capable of 
being,” we ask if students are motivated to work to their potential.  Thirty-nine percent gave that 
an excellent, with 27% noting it as good and 23% as average.  Only 2.7% noted that this was an 
area that needed improvement which is good news given our mission.

We have always stressed the importance of maintaining good relationships with our 
students.  I have always felt that quality relationships would be represented as a three 
dimensional, interconnected sphere that would link all parties –board, administration, teachers, 
students, parents, support personnel, and community.  Only with solid relationships between and 
among all these constituents will a school prosper.  So we ask graduating seniors to rate the 
quality of relationship between students and adults in the school.  Over the years, 42% rated 
those relationships as excellent and 35% rated them as good.  Only 8% noted below average or 
needs improvement.  I think this is one of the positive hallmarks of our district.

All the research is clear that the appropriate level of parental participation is important to 
a child’s education.  We ask graduating seniors to complete this sentence:  “My parents’ 
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involvement in my education has been…”  Thirty-nine percent was the five year average for 
“excellent” with one year as high as 48% and no year lower than 33%.  Twenty-seven percent 
was the five year average response for “Good” on that item.  Only 3.45 percent noted that their 
parent’s involvement needed improvement.  

Finally, a question that sums it up:  “Would you want your children to attend General 
McLane High School?” Over the five year period, 82% answered that question, “yes.”  I don’t 
think that the 18% who said no necessarily had a bad experience since the rest of the questions 
had such minimal marks for “need improvement.”  They could just be looking for better weather!

So, it is good to know what our students are thinking on their way out the door.  But, you 
ask, “what happens to them after they leave?”  Glad you asked!

We follow up with our graduates 18 months after graduation and 5 years after graduation.  
Next week, we will look at what they are telling us from those surveys.


