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Most Pennsylvanians are embarrassed and angry with the inability of our state 
government to produce a balanced, working budget.  My frustration peaks when I think about 
our preparations for the 16-17 budget year with absolutely no clue as to how balanced (or 
unbalanced) this year’s budget is and no clue as to what to expect from the state for next year.  
Every week’s Lancer Letter could be a rant against the failings of the state but instead of ranting 
this week, I’d like to offer some solutions.  Solutions that I know will not likely ever be 
implemented.

The debate on the education budget has centered over whether to increase the allocation 
to public eduction by 200 million or 500 million.  I have a way to increase it by 400 million 
without the need for any tax increase:  face the fact that cyber charter schools don’t work and cut 
the cord!  The $400 million currently being dumped down the drain would become available for 
K-12 public education. 

At a gathering with local politicians, everyone seemed to dance around the topic of the 
failings of cyber charter and talk about a more fair way to fund them.  Senator Brooks stated that 
some of her colleagues in Harrisburg are quite convinced that cyber schooling has served their 
children well.  Rep. Flo Fabrizio honestly retorted that it is because of the money parent 
companies of cyber charters pour into campaign coffers.  Bingo!  There’s the truth as to why this 
failed experiment is allowed to flourish in PA when in most states, cyber schools cannot even be 
a charter.

Information from Public Source listed the top ten political donors of 2011-2012.  Number 
5 on the list was Vaughn Gureghain who is the founder of a Charter School management group 
that runs the Chester Upland charter (contributed $806,120 to political causes).  Number six on 
the group was Scott Wagner, now a powerful senator who recently personally loaned $400,000 
this fall to the struggling Helen Thackston Charter School.  This is a school that only earns a 36.6 
out of 100 on the state performance grading system and yet Wagner describes the public school 
system as a “broken education system.”  As long as those with money are supporting charters no 
matter how they perform, we are not likely to see change.

Let’s go to my second solution to the current gridlock in Harrisburg.  We need to balance 
the Republican/Democrat tally in the legislature.  Imagine if there were exactly 25 Republicans 
and 25 Democrats in the Senate and equal numbers in the House.  On every vote it would be 
known that someone must cross party lines to get anything done.  I don’t usually ascribe to 
partisan politics.  As a matter of fact, I’ve probably voted equally for both Republicans and 
Democrats throughout my life because I like to base my vote on the person, not the party.  
Unfortunately, the game in Harrisburg is all about parties so we are forced to play their game.

Of course, we have to wait until the fall if we are to have a crack at balancing the ranks 
politically; however, if this spring’s primary produced a great number of lame-duck Republicans, 
we might have some people voting based on doing the right thing versus getting re-elected.

My final solution for helping with the gridlock in Harrisburg long term echoes a cry 
many have made.  We need to reduce the size of the legislature.  We don’t need 50 senators and 
203 representatives.  Have you ever tried to accomplish something with a committee of more 
than 15 people?   It should be no surprise that we can’t get 253 people to agree on anything.  

I think we all know that it is illogical to expect anyone elected to their job, to vote to give 
themselves a pink slip.  There is one group of people, though, who is up to the task:  baby 
boomers – specifically, retired baby boomers.  

There are hundreds of thousands of retired baby boomers out there.  If they organized to 
run for a majority of the legislative position on the platform that they will put themselves out of a 
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job by reducing the size of the legislature, I think they would find a great deal of support.  “Vote 
for me so I leave my job.  I did it once, I can do it again!”

It sounds somewhat humorous but I think it is the only way we can move forward to 
create a workable system of state government.  The state budget shows $229 million to support 
the legislature.  Cutting the size in half theoretically could save another $100 million.  There, the 
savings keep coming!


