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 This week’s Lancer Letter was written by 6th grade math teacher, Chris Triola.  Chris 
was kind enough to share his thoughts on the upcoming state assessments. 

 In about two months our students will be sitting down to take the high stakes state exams 
Know that this is being written by a person who never planned to be a teacher, has traveled the 
country for over a decade fighting the Testocracy, and who was raised by very politically active 
parents who taught him to put the value of people before politics.  So with that in mind, let me 
address parents, administrators, and teachers. 
 First, the administrators:  Thank you.  Thank you for remembering that we teach to kids 
not test scores.  What many people in the community do not realize is how General McLane’s 
administration has worked tirelessly to shield our children and families from the stress of these 
tests.  They have never disregarded the importance of state exams, but they have constantly 
reminded teachers to first teach children and second, worry about scores.  From Dr. Walter to Mr. 
Scaletta, the message has been abundantly clear.  General McLane is here to inspire children, 
educate children and give them exposure to opportunities, which will last a lifetime. This has 
always been the advantage of GM and let’s all hope it remains that way. 
 Now for you moms and dads… thank you.  You have been a huge support to the 
administrator’s position, and thus the teachers.  You have never once pushed the pulse of our 
teachers for better and higher test scores.  Instead, you have supported the programs we offer and 
have sent us children who do well on the state exams because they are intrinsically motivated to 
do well.  You have placed a value on a well rounded education, versus an education which is 
based only on test data.   As Congress has given flexibility to states to de-emphasize testing, I ask 
one thing of all parents reading this letter: please write your state representatives and Senators.  
Encourage them to find a way to stop the madness.  These state tests and how the data is used by 
the state, is causing trickle down anxiety which is just plain cruel to our children.  Teachers and 
Administrators here at GM, and around the nation are holding the water back, but you truly need 
to get vocal with the government on high stakes testing.  The federal government still requires 
testing but how that testing is used is now up to the state. 
 Finally, to the teachers, good job and hang in there.  Stay true to the art of educating.  
Remember that very few people take the success or failure of their state’s exams into their adult 
life.  What they do take with them is how proud they were when they read their first chapter 
book, or saw their artwork hanging in the hall for Open House.  They take with them the 
encouragement you gave them when their world was crumbling from circumstances they didn’t 
understand.  They don’t take systematically confusing test questions with them into their future.  
What they take are the one or two moments when one of you made them feel like they were 
important, loved and believed in.  Teachers, your administrators and parents support you, so 
teach and let the test worry about itself. 
 So there you have it.  The state exams are on the way and we each have a responsibility 
to take a position on them.  State exams certainly help monitor a small part of educational 
quality, but they seldom promote it across the board.  True quality in education comes from 
parents, administrators and teachers working together.  Here at GM we have the cooperation of 



Lancer Letter #272  Testing Thoughts from the Trenches

each other.  We are not perfect, we make mistakes along the way, but we are moving in the best 
way possible that puts us in the best position possible.


