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(This week’s Lancer Letter has been prepared by Marissa Orbanek who is our administrative assistant 
and public relations manger.  Marissa works a great deal with our foundation and alumni association in 
addition to all her other duties.)

This past school year, we’ve been deeply inspired by the generosity and perseverance of our non-profit 
community who have helped us reach a significant milestone — for the first time ever, the General McLane 
Foundation has more than a half a million dollars in cash and investments.

The persistence of people eager to donate as well as partnerships with local businesses have made this milestone 
possible and made this fiscal year a great year of giving. Our gratitude has never been greater for those who 
have been inspired to invest in General McLane students.

Since the Foundation launched in 2005, we have empowered General McLane students through scholarships, 
innovative projects, student assistance and facilities improvements. 

This year alone, the Foundation awarded more than $18,000 to graduating seniors, provided emergency 
assistance to high school students with personal or educational needs, helped to fund a digital library and 
purchased some new equipment to advance our current programs at the middle school, including an Serger 
Machine and Xbox 360 4G Kinect with fitness, dance and sport related games.

Next year, the Foundation will provide a permanent documentation station in the middle school art room where 
students will be able to photograph their two-dimensional and three-dimensional artwork in a professional 
manner and looks to complete the addition of a Performing Arts Wing to the High School, a project that has 
seen more than $100,000 in commitment.

The General McLane Education Foundation, which is a nonprofit organizations that assists the District in 
providing quality education by raising additional income outside of their taxing authority,  currently has 24 
endowments for our students and partners with some additional outside organizations that help our students. We 
also have five awards and grants that help provide innovative learning projects in the classroom. 

Through the establishment of an Education Foundation, school districts can seek grants or private resources 
often associated with higher education. Our Foundation is run by a board of trustees who are committed to 
investing in our children.

One of the ways that the General McLane Foundation raises money is through Erie Gives Day, which is 
this Tuesday, August 9, 2016. This annual event gives donors the chance to stretch their dollars even 
further.

During Erie Gives Day on August 9 only, the Erie Community Foundation will match a percentage of 
donations received online. When individuals donate $25 or more to the General McLane Foundation at 
www.eriegives.org, a prorated match will be added to the donation. The online only event runs from 8 
a.m. until 8 p.m.

Last year, the Foundation raised $3,360 from Erie Gives Day. This year, our goal is to raise at least 
$5,000 for General McLane students. Since the General McLane Foundation is still competing in the 
Erie County Game Revenue Authority’s (ECGRA) School District Foundation Endowment Challenge, 
all funds raised on Erie Gives Day will receive two matches — one from Erie Community Foundation 
and one from ECGRA. So, your donation on August 9 will stretch even further!

http://www.eriegives.org/


Lancer Letter #293 Erie Gives 2016

This year has been a remarkable one so far in giving, thanks to all those who have generously donated to the 
General McLane Foundation. Please consider making a contribution on August 9 so we can continue working 
together to empower General McLane students.

Breakout

What is the General McLane Foundation?
The General McLane Foundation was founded in June 2005 as an organization designed exclusively for 
charitable educational purposes that would benefit the students of the General McLane School District, one of 
the public school districts in Erie County, PA. The Foundation is organized to provide funds through public 
support for  student scholarships, innovative educational programs, and capital improvements. 

Where does the Foundation funding come from?
Foundation funding comes memorials/honorariums, local corporations, individuals donors and Foundation 
Events. 

What programs are run through the General McLane Foundation?
- William and Mary Smith Grants, funds that provide middle school teachers with up to $500 for special 

projects, activities, or enhancements 
- Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program: The Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC) 

provides alternative revenue for innovative educational programs, while also helping participating businesses 
receive substantial state tax credits. This money goes toward the elementary schools hands-on science 
program and balanced literacy level library. Businesses can receive a tax credit equal to 75 percent of its 
contribution, with a maximum of $750,000 per taxable year.

- The Student Assistance Fund, provides emergency assistance to high school students with personal or 
educational needs as identified by school district personnel.

- The M Fund, which was created in honor of John J. Marszalek for his dedicated service to the GMHS music 
program.

What events are hosted by the General McLane Foundation:
- General McLane Golf Outing
- General McLane Holiday Arts Fair
- Lancer Legacy Awards Banquet (for current students, alumni and former staff)

What was a past campaign of the General McLane Foundation?
Lancer Turf Fundraiser in 2007 that funded turf at Linden Field
Performing Arts Wing Fundraiser

What is a current campaign of the General McLane Foundation?
Theater Wing Addition

How can you help?
• Volunteer! The Holiday Arts Fair and Golf Outing are our two major fundraising events that are always 

seeking volunteers.
• Start an endowed scholarship! Individuals, businesses, and local organizations may establish a perpetual 

scholarship in memory of, in honor of or in recognition of an individual, business or local organization 
with a donation of $5,000 or more.
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• Donate!

2015-2016 Foundation Scholarship Recipients

Ava Aulenbacher Francis Lamson Scholarship

Chelsey Carrier Francis Lamson Scholarship

Shannon Powell Gail Orbanek Scholarship

Nate Myers GM Boys Basketball Award

Ryan Reagan GM Boys Basketball Award

Adrian Arnt Gillespie Foundation Scholarshi

Sydney Shadeck Gillespie Foundation Scholarshi

Noelle Mallory James Hill Scholarship

Aaron Yonko Janet Clapper Scholarship

Bethany Evankovich Jennifer Woodland Scholarship

Emma Bankes Jon Kron Scholarship

Kory Kephart Mary Pfeffer Scholarship

Jessica Kavelish Patricia Chaffee Scholarship

Jordan Motter PNC Capital Markets

Taylor Lindsey RA Fuller Scholarship

Melissa Barbour Scarlett Science Scholarship

Amanda Janoski Suzanne Zalik Award

Emily Kerr Thomas McGinty Scholarship

Maxwell Nudi Thomas McGinty Scholarship

Anna Dunn John Gillette Scholarship

Kyle Sult John Gillette Scholarship

Alex Andrzejewski Danny Woods Scholarship


