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	 The American tradition of Thanksgiving began in 1863 with a proclamation by President 
Abraham Lincoln designating the last Thursday of November as “a day of Thanksgiving and 
Praise to our beneficent Father.”  We have celebrated the holiday every November since.

A line of that proclamation reads, “In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude 
and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their 
aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have 
been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of 
military conflict;”

As I reread the proclamation this year, that line really caught my attention.  We are not 
engaged in open military conflict against each other, but ironically, we are having difficulty 
maintaining order and having people show respect and obey the laws of the land.  We are having 
difficulty having people, including our leaders, show respect for each other.  Most notably, 
though, harmony has not prevailed.

Our two party system has become twisted.  One would hope that various views of an 
issue are considered and that action taken would be based upon pulling together the best ideas 
from both views.  Apparently, when a party has a clear voting majority, that gives them the right 
to completely ignore the opinions and ideas of the other party (who still represent a good portion 
of the nation).  This is happening right now in Harrisburg and Washington.  (I’m sure the 
Democrats would do likewise if they had a clear voting majority.)  Everything you learn in 
leadership about decision making cites better decisions when all views are considered, 
compromise is achieved and buy-in occurs.  Our political leaders are not leading and the results 
will be disastrous.

A survey of 2,000 teachers by the Southern Poverty Law Center during the 2016 election 
showed the following:

•More than two-thirds of the teachers reported that students—mainly immigrants, 
children of immigrants and Muslims— expressed concerns or fears about what might happen to 
them or their families after the election.

• More than half had seen an increase in uncivil political discourse.
• More than one-third observed an increase in anti-Muslim or anti-immigrant 
sentiment.
• More than 40 percent were hesitant to teach about the election.
Following the election, the SPLC conducted an even larger survey of teachers which 

cited even more evidence of Trump-inspired hate incidents.  Indeed, at the beginning of this 
summer, Buzzfeed described events in 26 states in which students “invoked Trump’s name or 
message in an apparent effort to harass a classmate during the past school year."   And, yes, our 
principals at our middle and high schools have seen it here.  Our schools are becoming more 
difficult to manage.

For me this is no longer about politics, political ideology or political party.  I am way 
beyond that and could care less about who is or is not in power.  I am angry that our political 
leaders are completely ignorant of what their childish, self-centered behavior is doing to our 
children.  I am alarmed by the fact that we have put an entire generation at risk.  As the previous 
three weeks of Lancer Letters have detailed, we have a serious mental health issue with our 
youngest generation.  With the lid being taken off of civility and tolerance, and scarce few 
models of how people should work together, I see us headed for major trouble. 

We can parse words, dissect political strategy and debate government policy all we want; 
but, we have to understand that young brains have not developed the ability to look past 
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character issues of the adults in charge.  They see the adult behavior that is modeled for them as 
permission to engage in the same behavior.  They may not understand the finer points of North 
Korea/US relations, but their already heightened anxiety is further raised as they hear world 
leaders taunting each other.   They pick up the drift that we have a Congress that cannot get 
along, so why should they?

I understand that I cannot blame everything happening with our youth on just our 
politicians and political situation.  Certainly, the rampant disintegration of the family is at the 
root; but, I am confident that the political situation is contributing and it doesn't have to be.  I am 
grateful that we live in a nation where change can occur at the voting polls.  I know in the 
coming elections that I will not vote for any candidate who does not take a stand against the 
foolishness and political selfishness that is occurring.  To be complicit is to be part of the 
problem.  Our children need us all to step up.


