
Lancer Letter #361 (update of #65) Liberality

“We choose this time because it is a time, of all others, when Want is keenly felt, and Abundance 
rejoices.”

A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens

It is this time of year when our district’s first core value, community, is most manifest.  
Once again this year, organizations and individuals in the district have displayed a liberality with 
their resources that have benefitted our students.  The “mitten fund” as it is known, funded 
shopping trips for our two elementary schools and middle school (Ross Morrow Fund) as well as 
funds to help various families in the high school.  This annual shopping excursion is funded by 
the AH Club and this year provided winter wear for approximately 125 students from our 
elementary schools and 55 students from the middle school.

At Edinboro Elementary School, the YMCA supported 9 families while
Boro Women’s Services supported 7 families.  Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church 
supported 3 families while a local Women’s Sorority supports a family with groceries and gifts 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.

Speaking of Thanksgiving, Edinboro University provided a Thanksgiving Basket to 
give to a family.  Additionally, 5 Individual Sponsors, some community members and other 
teachers, support an additional 5 families.

At McKean Elementary School generosity is equally abundant.  The McKean Lioness 
make a monetary donation to the school to support students needs at school or home.  The St. 
Francis Xavier Rosary Club sponsored 5 families this year to provide Christmas gifts.  The St. 
Francis Xavier Church sponsors the Angel Tree where they provide Christmas gifts for 
approximately 30 families.  The St. Francis Ushers Club supplies gift cards to the school to 
give to families in need. These are sometimes used throughout the school year, as needs arise. 
Trinity Lutheran Church donated 3 bag of hats, gloves and scarves.  Millcreek Community 
Church provided 15 backpacks filled with various items and Linda Altimier, Sherry Bufalino, 
Bonnie Kingston, Chris Luce, Mary Hanka, Mary Villa and Laura Longstreet, provided a 
collection of hats and gloves to keep our students warm.  Additionally, a group of retired 
McKean Elementary teachers are sponsoring a family for Christmas.

At James W. Parker Middle School, the St. Francis Ushers Club also donates hundreds 
of dollars of Walmart gift cards as well for us to help families.  Additionally, the following 
organizations, many which were named above, also contribute to personal family needs at the 
middle school: The Oddfellows, The Edinboro Kiwanis, The McKean Lions,The McKean 
Lioness, Judith Ross & the Morrow Family, Marquette Savings Bank, The A-H Club, 
Debbie Gillette and Boro Women’s  Services.

At General McLane High School, students and their families have received assistance 
through General Electric Engineers, Saint Francis Ushers Club, McKean Lioness Club, 
OurLady of the Lake Church, Clover Leaf Riders-4H club and the GM Foundation where 
community members  Mike and Becky Okel have established an assistance fund.  The 
Edinboro–McKean VFW Post 740 donates to those in need throughout the school year and the 
in the Stache For Cash Fundraiser, students and staff contribute to help community families 
during the holiday season.   Community member Marty Chernicky has been a major contributor 
as well as the staff and faculty of GM School District.

When I became superintendent in 2010, there were 19% of our students classified as 
economically disadvantaged.  That has risen to 36% over the past eight years.  It’s obvious that 
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the need is there.  By the time this letter is published, even more benefactors may have come 
forward.

Upon learning of the death of Scrooge’s partner, Marley, the charity-collectors quoted 
above in Dickens’ classic said, “We have no doubt his liberality is well represented by his 
surviving partner.”  They were wrong about Scrooge, but I can say with certainty that liberality is 
fully exercised in our school district. Our children for whom Want is keenly felt, are the 
beneficiaries.  Abundance rejoices.

We are truly blessed to be part of a caring community and on behalf of all the students 
and staff at General McLane, best wishes to you and your family for a wonderful holiday season 
and a prosperous new year!


