
Lancer Letter #373 Arts Expo

What do cookies, art and wax museum figures have in common?
No guess?  How about jump rope, amusement parks and poetry?
Give up?
All these things will be part of a wonderful event at James W. Parker Middle School 

called the Arts Expo.  It takes place this coming Tuesday, March 20 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
If you ever wanted a visible answer to the question, “Where do my tax dollars go?” this is it.

Students will be displaying their work and talents throughout the night.  Art students of 
Christina Martin will have many works on display created in a variety of media.  More important 
than the work itself, the process to create the art and to determine why, what and how to display 
it has been where great educational growth has taken place.  Focusing on the National Visual Art 
Standard of Presenting, Mrs. Martin had her students prepare artwork and interactive displays.  
Planning for the night has engaged students in a number of “executive function skills” to 
guarantee a good experience for people who visit their art gallery.

Eighth grade language arts students of Melanie Mischler will be doing several things to 
demonstrate what they’ve learned this year.  Students will be stationed throughout the hallways   
to give oral presentations of their original works or a speech or dramatic monologue such as 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s, “I have a Dream.”  Some of the students will focus on an original piece 
of writing like a poem or their Patriot’s Pen essay.  Some students will create slide shows of their 
original work and others will display their Holocaust Journal.  These journals were created as 
part of the class’s study of World War II whereby they were assigned to write a journal as if they 
were a Jewish teen in Germany during the rise of the Third Reich.  Some have tried to 
authenticate their journals by burning the edges, and purposefully getting water and tea stains on 
them.  Their work will demonstrate their study throughout the year of public speaking, dramatic 
interpretations, communication skills, memorization skills, writing skills, and poetry-and essay-
specific genre skills.

Fifth grade students of Nicole Chabola will be conducting a Wax Museum showcasing 
famous people.  They will be stationed throughout the hallways where they will have a visual 
prop and a speech prepared as they “become” the person for the night.  The people represented 
by our students were selected by them because the student felt the person has had a positive 
impact in the world.  This project has helped our students learn how to do research, understand 
period dress and gain experience in presentations.  It should be a great deal of fun to see our fifth 
graders engaged in this.

Students in Mr. Triola’s math class have been flexing their mathematical skills by 
building elaborate and complex amusement park rides.  In one room, “Coaster Cove,” you will 
find a mega coaster and a “quad-drop thrill ride,” along with the Crazy Eight coaster.  The mega 
coaster is quite an engineering feet with eight total sections and over 60 individual building 
components built by various teams of students.  The rides even have lights!  You will be able to 
see how math, geometry, art and safety design come together.  The students even sharpened their 
finance skills on this project as Mr. Triola had them put the design through a bid process 
requiring estimation of time, price and originality.

Physical Education/Health instructors Heather Karns and Luke Jahn will have their 
students demonstrating jump roping.  They will demonstrate different ways of manipulating the 
rope and will show different jumps and footwork.  I even hear “Double Dutch” is in the mix.  
Adults attending this event will have an opportunity to jump as well so bring your jumping 
shoes!  Additionally, 5th and 6th grade health class projects will be on display outside the gym.  
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The fifth graders focused on how Culture and Media influence our lives and the sixth graders on 
body systems such as the skeletal system and muscular system.

If all that jump roping makes you hungry, fear not!  Pam Glasl’s 8th grade food students 
will be having a cookie competition and you get to participate as a judge!  Each team baked 200 
cookies!  This is just not a palate thriller, but was a great learning experience for the students.  
They had to select a recipe appropriate to this project, calculate how many batches would be 
needed to get to 200, use their “kitchen math” to convert the recipe and create a shopping list of 
ingredients.  Each team created a plan, implemented kitchen safety rules, created recipe cards for 
those of you in attendance, and reviewed manners and serving etiquette.  This is the type of 
learning experience that brings together so many skills but in such a way that it is fun and 
engaging for the students.

The energy, creativity and enthusiasm of middle school students can be an inspiration to 
us all.  Come be inspired on March 20!


