
Lancer Letter #379 So Much Stuff!!!!

	 Though I’ve been at the education game a long time, I am still amazed at the breadth and 
depth of topics with which we deal.  To make that point, and perhaps( admittedly) to assure 
myself I’m not insane, I engaged in a little exercise that I hope you find interesting.

As you might guess, I get many emails in a given day.  These include daily or weekly 
briefings from a number of sources designed to keep me “in the know” and at the top of my 
educational game.  I reviewed these for just one week and wrote below one sentence that speaks 
to the topic of some of these articles.  There is no way I can read everything in a week and the 
list below represents just approximately 60% of what I get in one week.
.
In a one week period, I could read articles about:
•  A course to prepare myself to work with global challenges.
•  Programs designed to help refugees.
•  How to bring unity to the classroom.
•  Radon testing in schools.
•  The need for tech training in New Zealand.
•  An article on how more teachers in the UK are seeking counseling.
•  The rise of obesity among Asian-Pacific youths.
•  A study on how young people are more likely to experience loneliness.
•  How the Program of International Student Assessment (PISA) will measure global 

competence this year.
•  How teachers can use digital tools to collaborate.
•  Soft skills needed to be a good leader.
•  How “design thinking” can aid learning.
•  How to help students learn to write.
•  English Language Learners need language support in math.
•  How to build a “robust” STEM program
•  Medical marijuana approved for Illinois students
•  Betsy DeVos seeking private school vouchers for military families.
• A new gun carry policy in a Wyoming school district.
•  How student protests can offer a real-time civics lesson.
•  Partnering to bring social-emotional learning to students with autism.
•  How to be better prepared for security incidents.
•  A pilot program to help kids work through traumas.
•  How special education is a growing challenge as the number of students served increased from 

3.7 million in 1976-77 to 6.5 million in 2013-2014.
•  Why testing has failed our schools.
•  An article on how a high school in Washington DC sent a memo to families recently 

explaining that the school's senior administrative team withheld the location of the prom to 
prevent parents from booking hotel rooms for their children.

• A Pew Research Center survey about how most U.S. teens are worried about shootings.
• A Georgia district using technology to track buses
•  Cutting edge web-based tools for teaching mathematics.
•  A puzzle-like way for K-2 students to experience computer coding for the first time.
•  Self-paced learning in schools.
•  Expanding equity and opportunity for all students.
•  Hidden costs of dyslexia.
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•  A PA bill to change the compulsory school age from 8-17 to age 6-18.
•  A plan to arm teachers.
•  Making school-spending data transparent and accessible is a challenge on a national level.
•  Pennsylvania students may be required to pass a civics test to graduate.
• How K-12 is outwitting anxiety (a national article for which General McLane efforts were 

noted)
• Hip-hop, makerspaces and virtual reality
• Career education proposals from lawmakers.
• Why more school districts are holding class just four days a week.
•  Educators train to become 3D printing experts.
•  Drug abuse prevention starts early in Ohio.
•  And on and on it goes.  .  .

The list above is light on all the building management related items  and social issues we 
frequently deal with but you can see, we deal with a wide variety of issues.  At any given time, 
one of the issues may become our focus by our choice or by circumstance, so we need to at least 
be aware.  You can see why public eduction can be exhausting!


