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	 Betrayal.  I finally was able to find the word.  If someone were to ask me what the worst 
part of being a public school educator is, I would have to say, “the feeling of betrayal.”  Public 
schools are essentially the arm of the government entrusted with the task of educating our youth 
to keep an informed electorate which is critical for a democracy.  Yet, the government which we 
are to serve at both the state and federal level, seems intent on giving that job to private and 
charter schools while complicity allowing public school financial support to shrink, therefore 
causing the public schools to struggle to maintain quality.

To understand my latest feeling of betrayal, we first have to talk about budgeting 
procedures.  A budget is simply an outline of the expected revenues you will receive and how 
those revenues will be spent.  While much of a budget is based on knowing what you have spent 
and received in the past, there is still quite a bit of best case and worst case guessing involved.  

When projecting revenues, you don’t want to estimate too high because if you fall short, 
you’re in trouble.  When projecting expenditures, you definitely want to do worst case scenarios 
or you may find yourself coming up short at the end of the year.  So what you budget for with 
expenditures will hopefully be more than you need.  Any excess dollars at the end of the year 
then go into a capital reserve account for improvements to buildings such as is occurring at 
Edinboro Elementary School this summer.  Think of it as your savings account you have and use 
for needed home repairs.

A Philadelphia Charter School recently sued the state objecting to how the state computes 
the formula for paying charter schools.  The state has been basing charter school payment on 
actual expenses accrued in the previous year, essentially, computing what it actually cost a 
district to educate a student.  This lawsuit asserted that Pennsylvania’s charter school law (called 
the worst in the country by the auditor general) says that payment is based on “budgeted costs.”  
Turns out, according to the judge who heard the case, the law indeed does say the formula is to 
be based on budgeted costs and ruled that is how the state should pay the charters when it 
deducts the payment from our subsidy. 

Now remembering that you purposely want to estimate expenses a little higher to avoid a 
shortfall, this will have significant negative impact on public school districts and send many 
more dollars to the charter schools.  We have not calculated the damage to GM yet but another 
district in Erie County of similar size and charter school enrollment has projected it will cost 
them an additional $75,000 in charter school costs.   Larger districts will face staggering 
increases.

These increased payments will be going to the failing cyber charter schools as well. (The 
politicians who are always advocating vouchers and charter schools refer to failing public 
schools when in fact most public schools are successful.  According to the state’s own evaluation 
system, all the cyber charters are failing.) We already know that these failing cyber charters have 
large reserves and have been able to do things such as build a state of the art performing arts 
building in Midland, PA (PA Cyber).  It has been shown that some charter school administrators 
make more money serving hundreds of students than superintendents make serving thousands of 
students.  Now, they will have even more tax dollars to add to the millions already being spent on 
advertising.

The judge in this recent case noted that he wasn’t thrilled about the decision; but, it is not 
up to him to change the law, just enforce it.  So, the ball is in the court of the legislature whose 
power brokers are committed to channeling public dollars to the charter schools.  The current 
administration in Harrisburg understands the problem this will cause and is working with the 
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department of eduction to do what they can.  They have already helped by clarifying a 
technicality regarding federal funds.

The “$200 hammer” purchased by the Pentagon has often been the quintessential 
example of taxpayers being duped.  In my opinion, Pennsylvania’s Charter school law is fleecing 
the taxpayer in a monumental way, especially when out comes to the failing cyber charters.  
Come November, I hope voters pay attention to who the true supporters of public education are 
and elect a Governor and legislature who take seriously their constitutional responsibility to 
provide a thorough and efficient system of education.  Not by “subcontracting” to private firms 
who can then contribute to political campaigns, but by rescinding, amending  and passing the 
necessary laws which would allow public schools to flourish.


