
Lancer Letter # Peace and Quiet – Not!

	 The 2017-2018 school year ended for students on June 6.  Teachers finished June 7.  So, 
the week of June 10 was finally a week of peace and quiet – NOT!

If you’ve been by our Edinboro Elementary campus you’ve seen anything but peace and 
quiet.  As soon as the last teacher was out the door, contractors began their work on this 
summer’s project to replace all unit ventilators in the building and replace all the windows.  

This is a major project and major expense so I spent some time worrying if we should 
spend the money – should we wait another year or two?  One day in January, I was at a meeting 
in the office conference room and I never removed my heavy winter coat because I was so cold.  
After the meeting, I was with Randy White, the principal, and I asked, “Why is it so cold in 
here?”  “Go to the window,” he said.  I did and couldn’t believe the cold air coming in and the 
moisture coming through the frame.  That did it for me!

The outside wall of every classroom is simply a floor to roof panel of metal and glass.  
Insulation value is practically non-existent.  They will be replaced with insulated brick walls and 
energy efficient windows.  This should make a huge impact on our energy costs.  Also, the old 
style unit ventilator that blows cold or warm air indiscriminately into the air is being replaced 
with modern, high tech units that will vent into ceiling vents through ductwork,  It is a major 
undertaking and will be a challenge to get it all done by the start of 2018-2019.

Back to the week of June 10.  Our main campus was also bustling.  The Growing and 
Learning pre-school, which usually operates in the basement of Edinboro Elementary,  has been 
moved from there into temporary quarters at the middle school during the construction project.  
So, the cafeterias and music room areas are filled with wee ones.  

The week of June 10 was the week for our annual Camp Invention.  Led by the very 
capable Scott Hutchinson, Camp Invention is a really cool week-long program for students who 
will be entering grades 1-6 this fall.  The program was at capacity (120 students) with only word 
of mouth advertising.

So what is Camp Invention?  Sponsored by the National Inventor’s Hall of Fame, Camp 
Invention is a one week program where children’s creativity, innovation, and problem-solving 
skills are challenged and developed in fun and exciting ways.  The purpose is to inspire future 
innovators and build their confidence in the natural ability to dream and create.

Each year, the curriculum focuses on a different theme.  This year, each camper took 
home two personalized robots.  Optibot, a small self-driving bot that senses changes in light 
helped the campers explore the technology behind transportation so that they designed their 
ultimate futuristic vehicle.   The Robotic Pet Vet gave campers an opportunity to diagnose 
“puppy problems”  and design and build dog parks for which they worked to design the best dog 
park attraction.

Camp Invention is an amazing program and I’m very grateful to Scott and his team for 
providing this quality experience for our students.  I know that many children attend sports 
camps in the summer and I’m glad we have an option for them to exercise their creativity and 
innovation as well.

So to round out the busy week of June 10, the high school marching band was having 
their “mini-camp.”  This is a five day experience with days a little shorter than the two week 
August camp.  It gives the band members their first look at the music of their fall show and gives 
them what they need to prepare for the camp so we can enjoy the awesome performances we see 
in the fall.

Thought the summer, our high school weight room is used by different groups from 6:00 
a.m. until noon on most days.
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So, if thought nothing happened in our schools in the summer, now you know differently!


