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There’s a movement on  social media known as “Bring Back Shop Class.”  Daniel Badger 
did a TedX talk in Dayton on the subject and you can find his 8 minute video on Youtube.  There 
is also a Facebook page and several videos on Youtube, including a very interesting 1956 video 
entitled, “Why you should take Industrial Arts.”

One of the more recent videos lays out some interesting statistics:
•  Most adults avoid doing household repairs but there is a shortage of skilled workers to 

hire to do them.
•  Sixty percent (60%) of the manufacturing jobs are left unfilled today because there are 

not enough qualified applicants.
•  By 2025, there will be 2 million jobs available with no qualified workers to hire.
•  Only 6% of students today want to pursue skilled trade careers.
News flash:  General McLane never got rid of shop class.
I remember well the conversations we had in 1990-1991.  We were preparing for the 

major high school renovation that was to take place.  Some “experts” were saying that shop class 
was passé and we should abandon the traditional wood and metals classes for all high tech 
classes.  That was the wave of the future.

Wave of the future perhaps but that was no reason to wave good-bye to tried and true 
skills that will always be needed.  We also reasoned that there are some students for whom these 
“practical arts’ tapped into their skills and passions and that no matter how much technology 
entered in, this would not change.  The core value of “Individual” we identified is reflected in 
this decision.

Turns out, we were right.
Over the years, teaching stalwarts like John Kieffer and Mike Kozuchowsky who have 

since retired, kept up with the ever-changing technology but never stopped providing the skill 
development with woods and metals.  Presently, we have three outstanding instructors in our 
high school Tech Ed department who continue the tradition.  (Industrial Arts was renamed 
Technology Education to reflect its eclectic nature.)

Nick Basko, Tim Snair and Ty Stuyvesant continue our long tradition of providing high 
quality training in wood and metal production as well as many high tech endeavors.

Nick teaches the traditional wood shop class, as well as a second level class for wood and 
metal productions.  His high tech area is a class in robotics and computer aided machining as 
well as serving as advisor to the Robotics team.  The robotics team spends all year designing and 
building a robot bent on destruction and then does battle with other school’s robots at a 
competition in April.

Tim Snair teaches students the introductory metal class where they learn to weld, use 
metal lathes and do foundry work.  He also teaches a very popular class called Home 
Maintenance.  In this class, students learn all the standard household repairs:  basic electricity, 
basic plumbing, basic carpentry and how to repair dry wall.  Students who take this class will not 
have the need to find the skilled repairmen who aren’t out there as mentioned at the beginning of 
this article.  By the time you read this Lancer Letter, you will have already read about Tim’s 
student who recently won third place in a national welding contest.  Tim has also taught 
computer animation and web design in previous years.

Tyler Stuyvesant rounds out the team teaching a wide variety of classes.  He is very 
skilled in video production and teaches these skills in his Media Arts class.  He also teaches 
design in architectural and engineering design classes.  (Look at our Lancer Life blog to see his 
Hands-on Friday Challenge.)   Computer animation is another popular course he teaches and this 
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year, Ty will be the teacher for the Inventionland course which started in the middle school last 
year and now will also be at the high school.  

We are fortunate to have these three instructors who are as comfortable with a welding 
torch as they are with Computer Numerical Control software.  They often live out their craft as 
they frequently fix the many machines in the department when there is a need.  Their industrious 
nature recently led them to the old Edinboro Lanes when it was being taken apart,  They spent 8 
hours and 8 saw blades removing flooring they want to turn into student work tables.

Maintaining the traditional shop equipment while providing the high tech experiences is 
expensive.  It only works because of the teachers we have running it, but the fact that most every 
class I mentioned is full, is a testament to the work of our teachers and that decision we made 
back in 1991.

If you’re on social media and get fired up about bringing back shop class, you’ll have to 
convince some other school.  At GM, it never left – it just got better!


