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	 This week I’d like to share some information from an organization called PA Schools 
Work.  This organization is promoting public education in Pennsylvania by calling for:

1. Increasing public education funding by 3 Billion dollars and running it through the fair 
funding formula.

2.  Raising, over the next five years, the state’s share of special education funding back up 
to 35% of costs so all special education students get the high-quality, inclusive services they need 
and deserve.

3. Ensuring that funding for career and technical education is adequate and distributed 
equitably so that every student who chooses to pursue CTE can get learning opportunities that 
allow them to progress towards an industry-based credential in their chosen career.

PA Schools Work has provided some information specific to General McLane.
• Currently in the General McLane  School District the typical homeowner pays $1,478 in 

school property taxes. The statewide average is $1,863.
• 3.6% of the income of the typical homeowner goes to pay property taxes in General 

McLane.  That compares to the state average of 3.8% and  neighboring state average (New York, 
Maryland, Ohio and West Virginia) of 4.8%

•  Pennsylvania ranks 47th from the top in the state contribution to local school funding.
•  The state share of funding in General McLane is 48% which is the average across the 

state.
• General McLane’s proficiency rate on the state tests in English and Math are higher than 

the state averages and higher that the average of all rural schools.
From these statistics, you can see that, on average, you’d be paying more in property tax 

in other districts in the state, taking up more of your income.  You’d also be paying more in 
neighboring states.

This organization is also cautioning against the idea of total property tax elimination.   
They state that, “A state takeover of school funding would mean relying on Harrisburg – which 
has created the school funding problem in the first place – to continue to give General McLane 
the resources your kids need to achieve a high level of academic performance; a risky 
proposition.  It would strip decisions about your kids’ schools out of your community’s hands 
and give control to lawmakers in Harrisburg.  It would significantly reduce contributions by local 
businesses to schools. Elimination forces families to pick-up the tab of a new business tax 
break.”

Most people don’t realize how complicated the issue of property tax elimination would 
be.  One example of this is the Republican gubernatorial candidate, Scott Wagner, who is trying 
to attract votes by espousing the elimination of property taxes but he also says he wants to spend 
an additional $1 billion on education “in general. “ This is a politically wise thing to say since 
the cuts to education played into the defeat of Tom Corbett four years ago.  However, he also 
said, “My personal opinion is we have enough money going into the education system.”  His 
additional $1 billion would come from the sale of the state liquor  stores which is one time 
money.  (If they would even garner that much in a sale.)  It would help for one year but that 
would be it.  Without property taxes, then what happens?  Wagner has been a strong charter 
school advocate so perhaps that plays into it.

Wagner thinks he would find wasted money in education and claims, “We just don’t 
know, the money we are spending there, how is it being spent?”   It’s pretty easy to find out 
where money is being spent.  We are required to clearly account for every penny using a state 
accounting system.  Every year we have a local audit and every two years a state audit.  After 
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cutting a number of positions, including administrative positions, we are running lean and mean 
and everyone here is stretched to the max.  I know from my colleagues in other districts that they 
feel the same pinch.  I am certain the elimination of funds through property taxes could never be 
made up for by cuts.

Property tax elimination is often used as a political football, yet, when  Governor Wolf 
proposed a partial elimination of property taxes when he was first elected, it never saw the light 
of day.  The plan was well thought out and there was an answer to every hole I tried to poke.

It’s all very frustrating and I  wish we could disconnect education from politics; but, 
that’s a topic for another day.


