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“Everybody knows a turkey and some mistletoe,
help to make the season bright."

The Christmas Song

Some of you are old enough to know the singer Mel Tormé. On a sweltering July 
afternoon in Los Angele, 1945, he went over to the house of his song-writing partner Bob 
Wells.  Because it was so hot, Bob had written four lines on a notepad to help him “think 
cool”:  Chestnuts roasting on an open fire; Jack Frost nipping at your nose;  Yuletide 
carols being sung by a choir; And, folks dressed up like Eskimos.  Mel noticed these lines 
and 45 minutes later, The Christmas Song, was written.

If you’re familiar with the song, you know that it also mentions mistletoe. 
Mistletoe, a symbol of the season, is a unique plant with an even more unique history.  It 
is a partial parasite or a hemiparasite.  As such, it can grow on trees, sending its roots into 
the tree for nourishment.  It can also grow on its own, producing its own food by 
photosynthesis.

Mistletoe can be somewhat of a metaphor for our students and your children.  
They begin their career at GM, clinging to adults who are responsible for nourishing their 
intellect and spirit.  As this nourishment continues, they become more independent, able 
to function and live and learn on their own.

The history of mistletoe dates back as far as the Celtic Druids who used it in 
ceremonies to invoke prosperity on those who received it.  Over the centuries, various 
magical qualities were ascribed to mistletoe, including the ability to give life and fertility, 
to protect against poison and to function as an aphrodisiac.  In modern times, it is an 
invitation to kiss when hung overheard.

In our metaphor comparing students to mistletoe, the magic comes from the many 
people who touch the children’s lives:  their parents, administrators, teachers, coaches 
and musical directors.  I’ve always felt that what happens in this district on a daily basis 
is magical, that every day is a miracle of life.

As we go into that final stretch before Christmas break, our teachers will try to 
keep students focused on their learning, even though their thoughts are elsewhere.  They 
will tap into their student’s interest, their personal attributes, and masterfully use the 
energy of the season to keep the fires of learning burning.

I am always in awe of the energy our elementary teachers expend but it is 
especially impressive this time of year.  The young ones are off-the-charts excited about 
Santa and the coming break.  There are many programs and parties to take place and 
somehow, the teachers turn it all into learning experiences.

Our nurses and administrators are busy getting the many financial resources 
offered by our community to our families and students who need extra help this time of 
year.  The outpouring of generosity from churches, community organizations and 
individuals is amazing.  The caring from our staff is equally amazing.
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Christmas magic isn’t limited to Christmas day.  I see it happenings here every 
day.


