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Historians have names for certain time periods.  In the 1800’s, it was the Agrarian Age as 
most people lived on farms and agriculture was the dominant profession.   After the Industrial 
Revolution, it was the Industrial Age.  In the 1980’s, it became the Information Age as computers 
became prominent.  

I would like to declare the current time in which we live as the “Mis-Information Age.”  
Never has information been so readily available and yet, there seems to be more misinformed 
people than ever.

Examples of this abound.  Recently, there was a big flap over a video gone viral of a 
student from a private high school seemingly mocking a Native American.   People were quick to 
form very strong opinions based on a brief video clip.  Then more information came out and 
some questioned what really happened.  Finally, the young man at the center of the controversy 
appeared in a television interview.  He seemed articulate, sincere and said all the right things.  
That boy’s family hired a public relations firm to advise them so then you have to ask, was that 
really how he felt or was he just saying what he was told to say?

It amazes me how quickly people will rush to judgement based on information from 
social media.  It is truly a mob mentality.  In Lancer Letter #325, I spoke of a book entitled, “So 
You’ve Been Publicly Shamed,” which outlined the significant negative impact the “social media 
mob” has had on people’s lives.

On another note, did you know that on the two days of the Polar Vortex last week when 
some schools were closed, there were school aged children skiing at Mount Pleasant?  What?!?!?  
They said on the TV that if you were outside for just 10 minutes you would get frostbite.  Yet, I 
confirmed with management at Mount Pleasant that no one got frostbite or hypothermia even 
though skiers were outside longer than 10 minutes.  How can that be?

In this misinformation age, we let fear run our lives because we fail to ask questions and 
go deeper as the media and social media mob only skim the surface of issues.  We let a warning 
intended to cause us to take the proper precautions become a mandate to totally avoid our normal 
daily lives.

Wind chill is something which is greatly misunderstood.  In a paper by Randall Osczevsi 
and Maurice Bluestein, the authors note that, “Wind chill is not a neat and simple package. A 
person's exposure to wind is determined by their surroundings and their activity relative to the 
wind direction. Time of day affects the lapse rate and the ratio of the wind at 10 m to the wind at 
face level, and physiology affects how they react to it.”. The authors go into great detail on all 
the variables so that what sounds like an absolute to us, really isn’t.  They conclude that although 
the measurement lacks precision, “the public seems to have a strong preference for the 
equivalent temperature format (Maarouf and Bitzos 2000), a deceptive simplification that only 
seems to be easier to understand.”  The authors also point out that “The short-term effects of 
wind chill are of interest, as many people in the modern world are not exposed to the wind for 
long enough to reach a steady-state skin temperature.”

I get the need to simplify things for people and to adequately warn people of what are 
real dangers.  What I don’t understand is how we’ve become a nation of intellectual sheep who 
simply consume information at face value and follow whatever shepherd is in front of us on a 
screen with no concern for the shepherd’s credentials or a willingness to do our own research.  
This is what Russia knows about us as a nation and they brilliantly have found a way to exploit 
this societal foible - thus the meddling in the  2016 election.

I am deeply concerned for our democracy.  Our founders knew that for democracy to 
survive, an informed electorate was necessary.  A misinformed electorate is a greater danger.  It 
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seems that more and more, we live our lives in fear because we don’t take the time to learn why 
we don’t have to live in fear.  I’m beginning to believe that the greatest threat to our national 
security is not nuclear missiles or foreign military, but our own nescience brought on by our 
cognitive laziness.

Baaaaaa!


