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	 Yesterday, March 14 was Independence Day!  “What!?” You say.  “Independence Day is July 4.”  
Yes, July 4 is Independence Day for our nation but March 14 is Independence Day for the General 
McLane School District.  To explain this statement, we will have to take a two week journey through 
General McLane history.

Prior to 1959, Edinboro operated a junior/senior high school for students in grades 7-12.  It was 
located in what is now Compton Hall on the campus of Edinboro University.  McKean also operated a 
school for students in grades 7-12.  It was located in a building that has since been razed and was located 
on the property where our current elementary school is located.  The mascot for Edinboro was the Turtles 
and for McKean, the Rams. 

There were actually 32 “school districts” in Erie County in 1949.  State laws at the time favored 
larger school districts, making financing of smaller districts unfavorable.  Jointures weren’t required by 
the state but had certain benefits so in 1954, the school boards of both Edinboro and McKean decided that 
a jointure would be in the best interest of current and future students.  Mergers are always touchy so they 
took their time to make this happen.  We have a picture of what I believe was the first school board which 
combined the boards from the two schools.  There are 24 people around the table, all men except for two 
woman.  I was told by Jim Parker that there were originally 13 board members from Edinboro and 12 
from McKean so maybe a few were missing (or taking the picture!)  That’s a large group!  It was 
eventually reduced to 10 members by December of 1963.

In 1959-1960, students remained in their respective buildings in Edinboro and McKean but were 
considered the first classes of General McLane Jr/Sr Joint high school.  That year, organizations such as 
athletic teams and student council were combined even though students were in separate buildings.

In 1960-1961, the first General McLane classes occupied the new building, our current high 
school on Route 99.  The official dedication took place in April, 1961.  Before I go too far, I want to take 
a little diversion about our namesake and clarify a point about his status.  

John White McLane was an officer in the union army during the Civil War.  He had also been a 
Sheriff of Erie County.  He mustered the 83rd Regiment here in Erie County.  The story goes that he was a 
Colonel in the field when he received notification that he had earned the rank of general and would be so 
commissioned.  Prior to him being recorded a general, Colonel McLane was killed in the battle of Gaines 
Mills.  Though it was never formally official, folks in these parts referred to him as General.   After the 
decision was made to name the new joint Junior/ Senior high school, General McLane, it was realized that 
this oversight should be rectified. So, on April 4, 1961, when the new school was dedicated, William 
Sessler, who at the time was the state representative, attended the dedication ceremony and performed the 
official commissioning.  So if you hear someone saying John McLane was really a colonel, technically 
he's not.   He is officially a general.

The original portrait of John McLane is now hanging in the Education Center (the one in the high 
school lobby is a copy.)  It was in the possession of McLane’s 71 year old grandson, John McLane, at the 
time of its donation.  John lived in Alberta, Canada and decided along with his sister,  Lucy Neely 
McLane,  and children Barbara Jane McLane and Robert Luis McLane, that the new school should have 
it.

(For a little more about the General, go to the Lancer Letter Archives and read Lancer Letter 
#92.)

The mascot for General McLane, the Lancer, was selected by vote of the students.  Some believe 
that rather than the medieval type character on a horse that the logo should be a particular soldier from the 
Civil War.  The 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry was a Union cavalry regiment which was known for the early 
use of 9-foot lances, and were called "Rush's Lancers.”  There was a sketch made of “Rush’s Lancers” 
which pictures these men with the Lances.  I have found no documents or people who can confirm that 
this was the thought when students voted and selected the mascot.  The earliest yearbook I could find with 
the “Lancer” was in 1963 and it is not one of Rush’s Lancers.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry
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That’s a little bit about how our present high school came to be.  Remember I said that the new 
building that opened on Route 99 in 1960 was just for students in grades 7-12.  

What about our elementary schools?  They remained separate with separate boards running them.  
In 1961, legislation began to move use toward what we know as our district today.  Next week, we’ll pick 
up our story with Act 561 of 1961.


