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	 	 Last week, I made the statement that March 14 was Independence Day for the 
General McLane School District. I then began a historical account of how our present high 
school came to be. We learned that on November 16, 1954, the boards from the area which sent 
students to Edinboro and McKean high schools agreed to merge, culminating in the occupation 
of our present high school building in 1960 – 1961. (Those boards were School District of the 
Boro of Edinboro, School District of the Township of Franklin, School District of McKean, 
Schools District of Middleboro Independent and the School District of the Township of 
Washington.) We learned that the General McLane Joint Jr/Sr School was dedicated on April 4, 
1961 and at the time served students in grade seven through 12. 


So, back in 1960–61 the elementary schools we're not part of the system. They existed 
independently, each having their own governing body. The move to becoming a K–12 district 
began in 1961. In that year, the state legislature passed Act 561 of 1961. That act, mandated the 
creation of school districts in Pennsylvania and was very direct in determining boundaries.  

From what I can glean from the records, the reaction to act 561 was not favorable to say 
the least; therefore, in 1963, Act 299 of 1963 repealed Act 561.  At the time, there were County 
education boards and Act 561 placed the burden of deciding where school district boundaries 
would lie with that county board. The act indicated that the state preferred school districts of 
4,000 or more students but it gave clarification to how exceptions would be made for districts of 
less than 4,000. The act also allowed districts to appeal to the  Court of Appeals the decisions of 
the County Board while also creating the nine-member school boards which we currently have. 
The expectation was that there would be about 530 school districts and that the school districts 
would be formed by July 1, 1966.  (There are currently 500 school districts.)

The plan from the Erie County board was quite interesting. School districts were referred 
to as administrative units. Erie and Millcreek were already established but the board only 
designated five other administrative units in the county. They were as follows: Girard and 
Fairview; Northwestern and General McLane; Iroquois, Harborcreek and North East; Wattsburg, 
Fort LeBoeuf and Union City; and Corry and Spartansburg.
	 So, you see, that school districts would have been much larger had this plan been 
instituted. Fort LeBoeuf was the only District at the time which was advocating for a countywide 
system.

In 1968, a young lawyer for the Quinn law firm began working with General McLane. 
That young lawyer, was James McDonald, Jr., who is still our solicitor today. Not many school 
districts can say they've had the same solicitor during their entire existence.

Attorney McDonald began the process of building the case for General McLane to be its 
own administrative unit(School district) without being joined with Northwestern. The records 
include a booklet which Atty. McDonald, with the help of Jim Parker and Joe Hack, put together 
to present the evidence that General McLane would have the educational quality desired by the 
state without having to be joined with Northwestern.

I should mention at this point that the deadline of July 1, 1966 for forming school 
districts was not met because so many school units across the state appealed the boundaries that 
were recommended. So, on January 23, 1969, Mr. McDonald, Mr. Parker and board member Ray 
Birchard went to Harrisburg to argue the case in front of the State Board of Education. Originally 
the other school units in Erie County thought the General McLane plan was crazy and did not 
stand a chance in Harrisburg; however, representatives from those units attended the hearing. As 
it became evident during the hearing that the state board was likely going to accept the pitch 
from Attorney McDonald, they got behind the plan that outlined what is now our current 
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configuration with school districts in Erie County. The only exception to this was Fairview and 
Girard who ended up arguing their own case later.  (There were two factions in those two 
communities, one wanting merger and the other not wanting to merge.)

While at the hearing in January it seemed that the state board would go with the plan for 
an independent General McLane, it wasn't official until the adjudication from the state, dated 
March 14, 1969 was issued. It was then that the General McLane School District, with its current 
boundaries of our five municipalities, became official.  July 1, 1969 was the first day our district 
included our two elementary schools serving students in grades K to six, and the Junior Senior 
high school serving students in grades 7 to 12. The middle school opened in 1970 and we have 
had our four classroom buildings since.

So that is the story of how the General McLane School District came to be.   Happy 50th 
anniversary, GM!

	


