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The United States Department of Eduction operates a Charter School Program.  Millions 
of federal dollars have been awarded to start charter schools across the country.  Recently, the 
Network for Public Education released a report on how these dollars have been spent.  According 
to the executive summary of the report, “Asleep at the Wheel: How the Federal Charter Schools 
Program Recklessly Takes Taxpayers and Students for a Ride,” $1 billion awarded by the U.S. 
Department of Education Charter Schools Program—in more than 1,000 grants—was wasted on 
charter schools that never opened or opened for only brief periods before being shut down for 
mismanagement, poor performance, lack of enrollment, and fraud.

Additionally, the report’s executive summary noted:
•  The CSP’s grant approval process appears to be based on the application alone, with no 
attempt to verify the information presented. Schools have been approved for grants despite 
serious concerns noted by reviewers.
•  Grants have been awarded to charter schools that establish barriers to enrollment, discouraging 

or denying access to certain students.
• Recommendations by the Office of the Inspector General have been largely ignored or not 

sufficiently addressed.
• The department does not conduct sufficient oversight of grants to State Entities or State 

Education Agencies, despite repeated indications that the states are failing to monitor outcomes 
or offer full transparency on their sub grants.

• The CSP’s grants to charter management organizations are beset with problems including 
conflicts of interest and profiteering.

• Under the current administration, while Congressional funding for the CSP rises, the quality of 
the applications and awardees has further declined.

And what has been the response to this scathing report on the waste of tax dollars?  
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos responded by proposing a 12% cut to the federal education 
budget, impacting mostly special needs students and disadvantaged students, while 
INCREASING the budget for the charter school program by 500 million dollars.

Yes, you read that right and yes, we are being taken for a ride.
For about two decades now, government has demanded that public schools be “data 

driven.”  They want proof that the dollars spent on public education are bringing positive impact 
and they will not fund any grants without data to back up the proposal.  Yet, again and again, in 
the face of data that shows the abject failure and corruption of the charter school movement, data 
is ignored.  It is ignored to the point of not just providing status quo for these schools, but by 
continuing to give more money toward them!

Do you find yourself asking, “how can this be?"
Several years ago I was exposed to information that, at first, I looked at with skepticism.  

I’m not a fan of “conspiracy theories” but I am at a loss to explain this any other way.  The 
information I read noted that very wealthy and powerful people in this nation had come to realize 
that education is somewhat of a recession-proof business.  We still paid the public dollars to 
educate our children in bad economic times.  How could the private sector tap into that action, 
they wondered.

The first step was to make public education look so bad, people could abide giving public 
education dollars to private/for profit businesses.  But, that would not be enough.  They also had 
to call upon the long-espoused American values of choice and free-enterprise.  If the free 
enterprise system creates a school that has no success, but people still want to choose it, that’s 
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OK.  It’s the American way.  Yet, many of the same people who champion failing charter schools 
purport to be fiscal conservatives and demand accountability from other parts of government.   

Next week we will take a look at the charter movement specific to Pennsylvania and our 
district and learn specifically what it is costing General McLane taxpayers.


