
Lancer Letter #433 Commencement Address 

2019

Greetings to the readers of the West County Journal!  As readers of the former Edinboro Journal 
know, each week I publish a Lancer Letter to keep people informed of the happenings in the 
General McLane School District or in education at the state and federal level.  Sometimes my 
letter is just a description of how we are doing things, sometimes the letter is written to help 
promote  understanding our funding challenges, and sometimes I just take a break from all things 
educational and write on an unrelated topic for fun!  This week, I keep with my longstanding 
tradition of publishing my commencement speech.  Remember, you have to read a speech a little 
differently than a standard column.

Members of the board of education.  High School Administration.  Distinguished faculty.  
Parents, friends and relatives of the graduates.  Class of 2019.

I’d like to approach this year’s Commencement theme, “Words of Wisdom,” from a slightly 
different perspective.  I’d like to address “Words of Wisdom, as adapted and applied to Social 
Media.”

Lets’ start with the Golden Rule which says, “Treat others as you wish to be treated.”  The 
adaption for Twitter, “Tweet to others as you wish to be tweeted to.”
(Don’t worry, they’re not all that corny.)

It is said that, “a picture is worth a thousand words.”  These words of wisdom underline the 
basis for Instagram, a platform for posting pictures of every boring thing you do that no one 
really cares about.  Many people post a picture but also include a comment.  So, if you post a 
picture along with a 25 word comment, is that picture only worth 975 words?  Think about it.

   “Here today, gone tomorrow” are words of wisdom to remind us that at times, we put our hope 
in things that are fleeting.  Like Snapchat, a platform popular with young people where the 
message disappears after 10 seconds.  But if you think those words have no power because they 
don’t last in cyberspace, let me reassure you, words have power.  Once they are read, it is up to 
the reader whether or not they are erased or burned into one’s mind where they can hurt.   
Remember these words of wisdom from Joel Olsteen, “You can change your world by changing 
your words... Remember, death and life are in the power of the tongue.” or, in the case of social 
media, in the power of your thumbs.

    And, finally, Facebook.  Now, I know that people under 30 feel that Facebook is for “old 
people” and that students do not use it because Snapchat and Twitter are less likely to be seen by 
parents.  So remember this, Class of 2019, when you’re older. The words of wisdom, I feel most 
applicable to Facebook are from an old proverb which says, “The wise won’t make a show of 
their knowledge, but fools broadcast their foolishness.”

You’re not going to find much wisdom on Facebook or anywhere on social media, for that 
matter.  Wisdom is something you will seek more and more as you get older.  As your youthful 
vigor and strength give way to fatigue, you will realize the deep value of wisdom.  May you find 
the true source of wisdom.

     Finally, I wish to leave you with wisdom from French novelist, Aurore Dupin who wrote 
under the pen name of George Sand.  She wrote, “There is only one happiness in this life, to love 
and be loved.”  
      It has been my observation that the essence of the human condition is simply boiled down to 
that, loving and being loved.  The behaviors you see in life, and on social media, are 
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manifestations of people looking to be loved and looking for someone or something they can 
love.  No matter what our differences, political, religious, ethnicity, race, we all share that need 
to love and be loved.  Unfortunately, the number of friends, followers or likes you get on social 
media will not fill that need.

Class of 2019, my wish for you is that your General McLane education has set you on the path to 
wisdom and that the relationships you had here, with each other and with the adults you have 
encountered, have put you on the path to that one happiness in life, loving and being loved.
Congratulations!


