
Lancer Letter #436 Independence Day Rumination

Independence Day Rumination:
	 I have two questions I like to ask a group to stimulate conversation.  The first is, “If there 
were one historical time period which you could go back and observe with no one knowing you 
are there, what time period would it be?  Why?”

The second question, “If there were one time period you could go back and live through, 
which would it be?  Why?”

My answer to the second question would be Post-WWII America.  With all the horror of 
World War II, there was also a high sense of patriotism and a swelling of American pride.  The 
United States entered the war late and quickly became “all in” with everyone, on the front and 
here at home, doing their part for the war effort.  There was a single-mindedness of will that we 
have not seen in this country much since that time.  The pride that came with victory was 
accompanied by a new status for America on the world stage and economic prosperity and 
growth was underway.

I remember being at a dinner for my parents’ 60th wedding anniversary.  All of my 
mother’s siblings that were still alive attended.  As I looked at all the men there, I realized that 
every one was is the military during the war.   These members of the greatest generation were 
defined by their heroic commitment to their country.

A test to this new American unity came in 1957 when Russia successfully launched 
Sputnik, the world’s first artificial satellite.  The space race was on and Russia had the upper 
hand.   This was countered in the US by president Kennedy’s resolve to put a “man on the moon” 
by 1970.  Public education was also urged into action by strengthening math and science 
programs.  Once again, the US won the war, the space war.

I couldn’t help thinking about this time period and comparing it to the time in which we 
are now living.  There is not a single-mindedness among the nation on any topic.  We have 
another threat from Russia and the response is misdirected.

The term “Russia meddled in the 2016 election” is, in my opinion, misguided.  They did 
not meddle in the election.  They meddled with American minds and opinions through social 
media and they did it effectively!  This scares the Bejeebers out of me but what scares me more 
is that people are not seeing what a threat it is to our continued sovereignty as a nation.

It also greatly disturbs me that Russia, a sworn enemy of our country and capitalism, 
determined that it was to their advantage to have a certain candidate elected president.  This 
advantage, in their minds, had to be so significant that they dedicated serious time, money and 
people to meddle with American minds to get their preferred candidate to win the election.  It 
scares me that the candidate is now president, knowing an enemy determined that it will bad for 
us.

The country’s response to the “meddling with minds” has been diverted and diluted by 
keeping it strictly a political football.   There should be outrage!  There should be efforts to get 
the “intellectual sheep” of social media to start thinking independently and question whatever 
they see and read.  If there was a single-minded response to this threat to democracy, there would 
be legislators proposing courses in public schools to teach students to discern fact from fiction.  
There would be an information campaign to warn people of the dangers of believing all you read 
on social media.

Instead, we have debates over collusion or no collusion, obstruction or no obstruction. 
The bottom line, a foreign enemy knows how to influence the minds of Americans to achieve 
their desired outcome, is lost.  The threat remains.
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I hope it doesn’t take something as apocalyptic as a world war to bring back American 
pride and single-mindedness.  I actually think the pride is still there, just often distorted by our 
polar opposite opinions. I’d like to propose something simple from the Greatest Generation’s 
playbook.

On the day of every national holiday, it was important to the Greatest Generation to 
display an American flag from the house or porch.   I remember seeing flags on every house on 
my block.  I remember the importance my father, a WWII Marine, placed on that and how he 
used those opportunities to teach me how to properly respect the US flag.

I would encourage you to purchase a flag for your home if you do not have one.  Google 
“American flag etiquette” and educate yourself.  Then, every US holiday, display it and use the 
opportunity to speak to your children and grandchildren about proper respect for the flag and our 
country.  

We’re not going to easily solve the problem I’ve outlined above.  But we will certainly 
plant the seeds for a better nation simply by using its symbol to remind us we’re all Americans 
and inculcating into our children the love and respect our nation deserves.

How great it would be this Labor Day to drive down a street and see a US flag on every 
home!  Heck, why wait.  It’s a long July 4th weekend.  Get busy!


