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 The National Honor Society was founded in 1921.  The first chapter was in our very own 
state in the City of Pittsburgh.  The NHS was created out of concern for the growing movement 
to emphasize athletic and academic activities to the exclusion of character, leadership and 
service.  The purpose of the NHS is to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to 
render service, to promote leadership and to develop character in the students of secondary 
schools. 

On September 18, the General McLane Chapter of the National Honor Society inducted 
new members.  This week, I am sharing my remarks from that event on the topic of service.

Let me begin tonight by offering my congratulations to the students and parents gathered 
here for this special night.  Tonight we celebrate accomplishments of a scholarly nature, the 
demonstration of leadership skills and good character, and the willingness to serve others.

Service is a quality sought in members of the National Honor Society.  Indeed, I have 
been told by our advisors over the years that the service component is one often lacking on 
applications for membership to the National Honor Society. It is often the reason some students 
do no get invited to membership.

So what does it mean to serve?  My definition of service utilizes a high standard.  To truly 
serve our fellow man, I believe, we must do it with absolutely no expectation of receiving 
anything in return.  Thus, when a student engages in a community service activity “because it 
will look good on my transcript”  I don’t believe that is “community” service – it is self service.  
According to the English writer and preacher, John Bunyan, “You have not lived today until you 
have done something for someone who can never repay you.” 

The effort to serve must come from the heart out of a genuine desire to make life better 
for others and not for  any personal gain.

Another of my criteria for service is that it is not something you should be doing anyway.  
“Helping your grandmother mow the lawn” is not service to me – it is meeting a family 
obligation.  We should take care of the people who gave us life and direction.  It’s not an option.

True service is not conditional on the recipient of the service.  We feel  positively about 
helping people we like – we want to help them.  But can we feel equally positive about helping 
people we dont’ like, who have wronged us or perhaps live very differently than we?  “There is 
no exercise better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people”says the poet, John 
Holmes.

I feel that service is an important component of our lives.  Serving others should be a 
natural part of what we do, not just a obligatory gesture infrequently made.  Indeed, as an 
adminstrator, I am often reminded of Latin roots of the word adminstrator:  ad - which means 
“to” and ministerium, which means “serve.”  So the word means literally, to serve.

I would encourage everyone here tonight, to make service a natural part of your life.  You 
don’t have to look hard to find people in need.  You need not travel far to find people who hurt.  
Every day opportunities present themselves to us to give unselfishly – and with little effort, you 
can find hundreds of ways to make a difference in your community.

Students, you are not being inducted into the National Honor Society tonight for a job 
well done, but rather, for a job well begun.  Keep working hard to lead, to learn and to give of 
yourself unselfishly to others.

Thank you.


