
EDINBORO ELEMENTARY BULLETIN MARCH 2020

 

Flexible Instruction Day-March 13th 
(See frequently asked questions below) 

NO SCHOOL-March 16th 

Kindergarten Registration: 

Edinboro Elementary School will conduct its Kindergarten Registration for the 2020-2021 
school year on Wednesday, April 1, 2020.  Children who will be five (5) years of age  
prior to June 1, 2020 are eligible for enrollment.  No student will be entered as an early 
admission whose birthday falls on or after June 1st. Please call Edinboro Elementary to have a 
registration packet sent to you.      

At registration, please bring COPIES of your child’s birth certificate, immunization record, a 
physical dated after August 25, 2019,  and two different documents for proof of residency to 
registration.  If there is a custody order in place, a copy of that is needed as well.  You may have 
your doctor’s office fax your child’s shot record to us at 273-1040 prior to April 1st. If you have 
any questions regarding registration procedures, please contact the school office at 273-1033 ext. 
3900. 

 Acceptable documents for proof of residency are: 

Copy of Valid Pennsylvania Driver’s License with current address 
Copy of Current Executed Lease 
Copy of Verification of Closing   
Copy of a Utilities Bill 

  DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  Mar    3-5       In school Book Fair 
  Mar        5      Science Fair & Book Fair 6:00 - 7:30 
  Mar        9      PTO Meeting 9:15 
  Mar       13     Flexible Instruction Day 
  Mar       16     No School 
  Apr         1      Kindergarten Registration 6:45 - 8:00 

Virtual Backpack 
All community information can be found under the community tab at www.generalmclane.org.

All families are welcome to attend the Science Fair, this Thursday, March 5th, from 
6:00-7:30 PM. In addition to awesome student projects, there will be a Slime Bar provided by 
the expERIEnce Children’s Museum as well as an Instrument Petting Zoo. Wildwood’s 
Pizza will be on sale in the cafeteria for $1 per slice and $10 per pie (cash only), and the 
Book Fair will be going on in the library. Hope to see you there!

http://www.generalmclane.org
http://www.generalmclane.org
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Flexible Instructional Day

March 13, 2020

FAQS

General McLane School District was approved by the PA Department of Education to utilize up 
to five (5) Flexible Instructional Days (FID) per year.  The use of a FID means that students and teachers 
will remain at home and learning will take place through the use of online instruction and/or materials 
provided to students.

Given that the Center for Disease Control has asked that schools prepare, plan and practice 
contingency plans in the event the Corona Virus Pandemic shuts down schools, we have decided to 
conduct our snow make-up day on March 13 as a FID.

Why is March 13 being done as a flexible instructional day?
We originally intended to use these days only if a school cancellation occurred after the last possible snow 
make-up day.  Given the directive from the CDC and knowing our first FID will likely expose some areas 
to improve, we thought we would take advantage of this opportunity to practice.  We expect to learn 
things from this experience so that, IF the corona virus pandemic causes school closure, we will be better 
prepared.

What preparation is needed for this day?
Teachers will query their classes to determine what students have internet access at home and plan their 
lessons for March 13 accordingly.  On Thursday, March 12, students who have iPads (grades 5-12) will be 
asked to download materials as back up.  Elementary students and students without internet access will be 
given hard copy of materials.  What is done for each class will, of course, vary widely based on subject.

What is the schedule for March 13?
Students and teachers will go through their “normal” day in a virtual environment.  That is, students 
should work on their lessons at the time they would normally have the class.  Elementary teachers will 
provide the time schedule for the day and a work folder.  We strongly encourage parents to have children 
follow their daily schedule.

How is this going to happen?
In grades 5-12, we use a learning management system called Schoology.  Most teachers  and students in 
grades 5-12 have been using this for some time.  It allows teachers to share videos, worksheets and other 
materials.  Students are able to receive and submit assignments online using Schoology.
For elementary students, materials will be sent home on March 12 or sooner.  

How will teachers be accessible?
Products we have been using such as Schoology, Office 365 and googledocs allow teachers to be 
“present” by virtue of the ability to share and receive information.  Some teachers may also use other 
programs and apps that offer interaction.  Teachers will also be available to answer questions via their 
school email which is available on the website but will also be provided to students.  In cases where 
visual contact is needed, teachers will provide instructions to use Skype for Business, a free app.

What if we planned to travel on March 13?
Students can still be “in school” that day if they are able to complete the assigned lessons and work, so, if 
your child can work while in transit or at whatever location you are, they can be “present” for the day.  

How will “attendance” be taken?
To be counted as present for the day, students need to complete all lessons and assignments given for that 
day.  Teachers using online instruction will also be able to note student participation online. 
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FAQS

What if my child is too sick to even work from home March 13 or travel prohibits “attendance” on 
March 13?
If they complete all lessons and assignments by time they return to school on March 17, they can be noted 
as present.  If they do not, please provide an absence excuse for March 13 as you would any other day.  
Students should not use this hallmark of attendance to delay completing their work, but should do it all on 
March 13 unless impossible.

What happens if a teacher does not respond to a communication and my child is stuck on an 
assignment?
There is always the possibility that an internet outage or some other type of technological glitch will 
occur and cause problems at either end.  Teachers could also have a personal emergency which, in normal 
circumstances, would be covered by a substitute.   There will be no substitutes for this day so having the 
other three days of this weekend available, we hope that whatever glitches occur on Friday, March 13 will 
be resolved in time to allow work to be completed by March 17.

What about technical support?
Our technology staff will be available on March 13 via email at  FIDsupport@generalmclane.org.  You 
may also call 814-273-1033 x.8999.  If visual contact is required, you will be sent instructions to use 
Skype for Business.  All staff and students in grades 5-12 automatically have an account which can be 
accessed with school email and password.
Please be aware that some technical problems may be beyond our scope of influence such as your 
personal internet connection.

What about health services?
Our nurses will be available to discuss any health concerns you may have about your children and advise 
you accordingly.  You can establish contact:

Sarah Garofolo:  sarahgorafola@generalmclane.org
Nathan Everhart:  nathaneverhart@generalmclane.org
Stacy Chiles:  stacychiles@generalmclane.org

Will anyone be working at the school?
There will be maintenance staff and cleaning staff at the schools.  There will be someone answering the 
office phone from a remote location at each building.  Part of our goal for the day is to see how well we 
could run a school remotely, if that should become necessary.

Isn’t a day at school more effective than a flexible instructional day from home?
Yes, we definitely want to “strive for live” and do education face to face; however, in addition to 
pandemics, other things such as natural disasters, accident or a fire could close a school or schools for 
some time.  Making up days in the summer offers its own disruption so it is wise to use this opportunity to 
see what is possible with a flexible instruction day.
We expect to learn from this experience and will be asking parents to give us feedback on the day via a 
survey.  This input will also help us determine if a FID is a viable option on an actual snow day as well.


