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Suppose that you have a daughter or granddaughter, that this spring, you feel is now old enough 
to start mowing the lawn.  You would take her to the mower and show her the features of the mower such 
as where to check the oil, where to put the gasoline, and the purpose and use of various levers and knobs. 
You would likely show her how to start the mower and then turn it off and have her do it. Finally, you 
would discuss patterns in which to mow the grass and you would likely watch her begin to do so.  You 
would be sure to satay nearby so you can keep making a visual check of her progress.

Now, I’d like you to think about doing that process but this time, you and she are in two different 
locations.   How would you teach her everything she needs to know about mowing the lawn? What if  
there were 20 other people you were teaching to mow the lawn at the same time and  each of them were in 
a different location?

This teaching scenario for mowing the lawn is similar to the challenge teachers have faced as we 
moved to an online environment.  If you think it through, you realize it is much easier to just do it in 
person.  You'd likely turn to technology to do it in different locations and in the lawn mowing scenario, 
something like FaceTime would probably be all you need.  Much of what our teachers are trying to 
convey to 20  or more students at one time, though, is more complex than mowing the lawn.

Last week, I gave an overview of the online teaching process and made note of the unusually 
short time we had to make the conversion from live classroom learning to the online environment.  I am 
incredibly proud of the commitment and creativity our staff has brought to this process.  This week, I'd 
like to share some of the things our teachers are doing..

As you could imagine, many teachers are making videos to share with their students. Elementary 
teachers are recording their "morning meetings," read aloud where they can read a book to the children, 
and instructional videos. The recording of silly songs and rhymes is another way teachers are connecting 
with the students through video.  At the high school, chemistry teachers are recording labs and asking 
students to replicate them with common household items.  The kitchen table at the home of one of our 
biology teachers has become the lab table where ongoing experiments are created and captured on video.

If you're familiar at all with the Internet, you know that videos of just about anything abounds.  
Teachers are searching for and curating videos which may be helpful in conveying content for offering 
demonstration.  One example of this is the high school art teacher who has found quality videos to serve 
as models for many artistic endeavors.  

Videos are not just flowing from teachers to students.  Students are being asked to share videos 
and pictures with teachers as well.  Even at the kindergarten level,  children can make a short video to 
answer a question like “What would you do if you were the Easter Bunny?’  For elementary Physical 
Education, students were asked to create and use an obstacle course under the supervision of their parents 
and send a video of them completing it.   Children are asked to make a video of themselves reading so 
teachers can monitor their progress.  Creativity is added to this process when teachers ask them to send a 
picture reading from a castle, beach or other place they create in their home.  

Just like videos, there are many free websites on the internet that can be used by students for 
interactive learning.  Teachers are curating these as well and using where appropriate.  Others resources, 
like the “Weather Academy” offers by WJET-TV, are used for students to watch and follow up with class 
work.

In a class like middle school family living (formerly known as Home Ec), the 8th grade Foods 
class is learning about cooking through articles, videos and interactive websites.  Students wanting to 
push themselves even further have been invited to join another Foods Class from Texas, and are 
completing weekly challenges where they research and create one baking dish, and one savory cooking 
dish.  In 7th grade, students are choosing real-life skills to explore with a “Choice Board” that uses 
interactive lessons teaching things such as Laundry Basics, Reading Food Labels, Washing Dishes 
Correctly, Tipping Etiquette, How to Sew a Button, How to Tie a Tie, Writing Thank You Notes, Stress 
Management, Managing Money, and many more. There are 20 basic life skills included for students to 
choose. 
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Teachers are trying very hard to give their students a great learning experience, making the best 
of a less than ideal situation.  Next week, I will provide some more examples of our efforts and highlight 
special ways teachers and staff are reaching out.


