
      General McLane School District 
        DR. THERESE T. WALTER EDUCATION CENTER · 11771 EDINBORO ROAD · EDINBORO, PA 16412 · PHONE 814/273-1033 ext. 5900 · FAX 814/273-1030 
        Richard Scaletta, Superintendent of Schools · William M. Fendya, Business Manager 

 
 

 

Class of 2020: Commencement  
A message from High School Principal Daniel Mennow 

We will be recording a virtual commencement. This doesn't mean that we won’t have a ceremony 
outdoors if we are permitted to in the summer. We looked at it this way: commencement takes a 
tremendous amount of planning in normal years. Putting together a virtual commencement is going to 
take even more time and planning. We want to have a commencement that is planned and defined. If we 
wait for the air to clear, we are going to miss this opportunity. Our goal is to have the virtual 
commencement ready to be viewed on the original graduation date of Thursday, June 4th.  
 
In order to accomplish the recording of a virtual commencement, we need to be able to follow the rules of 
the pandemic, yet schedule the kids for a time that they can come to the school and be recorded in their 
cap and gown in multiple poses. Tomorrow, we will post a schedule for recording the virtual 
commencement on as many platforms as we can. Look for it on the school website, Facebook and 
Instagram in particular.  
 
Here are a few things you should know about the recording of the virtual commencement:  

1. The students will need to dress for the virtual commencement the same way they would dress for 
commencement. Those guidelines will be posted tomorrow. Boys wear a shirt and tie and dress 
pants and shoes, and girls typically a dress or dress pants or professional attire. 

2. The caps and gowns are here! We took the liberty of having the gowns pressed professionally, and 
they will be waiting for the seniors when they come to be recorded.  

3. Commencement recordings will take place over three days: Monday, May 11th, Tuesday, May 
12th, and Wednesday May 13th.  Again, the official schedule will be posted tomorrow.  

4. On Friday, May 8th, we will be making our first deliveries to each of the senior’s homes. At that 
time, we will deliver the caps (for the first time this year caps can be decorated), we will deliver an 
official schedule for the following week that mirrors what is posted, and we will be delivering the 
class of 2020 yard signs that we ordered and paid for for each of the seniors.  

 
There is a lot more to say and there will be a lot more calls from me in the month of May.  

We will post the written version of this call on your child’s Schoology account tonight and also on the 
district website so you can refer back to it.  

I’m looking forward to making this year’s commencement the best we’ve ever had. It will be unique and 
special.  

If you have any questions about commencement or ideas to share, please don't hesitate to email me or 
call me any time.  

Have a great evening, take care of yourselves and tell your kids that we are thinking about them and the 
end of their senior year and all it entails, every day 


