
Lancer Letter #478 More Details of online learning

For the last two weeks, I’ve been trying to help readers understand the details of online 
learning currently occurring in our schools.  This week, I continue that effort by focusing on 
some areas not yet touched upon.

In 8th grade social studies, students learn about the Constitution and Washington’s 
presidency.  Clips from the smash Broadway hit, Hamilton, are used to give students a different 
look at the topics.  In seventh grade, students are studying the Renaissance period which lends 
itself to a fun lesson about Shakespeare and the St. Crispin’s day monologue, tying it to popular 
monologues from current movies.  The upcoming lessons on the plague during the Renaissance 
period will be very interesting at this time!

Art in our elementary schools are often a family affair.  Our teacher is giving broad art 
challenges and children respond, sometimes working with parents, to meet the challenge and 
they share their work with pictures sent to the teacher.

Since there is currently choir class at the high school and middle school, the teachers are 
having students record their parts for the music.  They then collect the individual recordings of 
all the students (the high school choir has 90 students!) and using technology, can put them 
together to create a recording of the choir.  At the high school, the recording of the whole group 
is then sent back to the students for their critique.  This is incredibly time consuming for the 
teachers but very rewarding for the students.
 Special efforts are being made with our special populations.  One of our reading 
interventionists makes daily posts trying to find ways to get kids to keep reading by finding 
reading material for the things they like.  She also posts tongue twisters which are a great way to 
improve articulation, pronunciation and reading fluency.  Daily riddles help readers make 
inferences to use what they know from the words they read.

The students at McKean in the Autistic Support program participate 2x per week in a 
group social skills Zoom meeting.  There they practice language and social skills while 
completing a fun activity.  For example, they may take a “field trip” to the kitchen, living, room, 
bedroom and search for given items.  Or they may do a “following directions art game.” Once a 
week, the teacher meets with the students individually using video conferencing  and they do a 
more structured brief learning activity. 
 Parents with special needs students at home face additional challenges.  Some of our 
teachers are reaching out to help by posting video tutorials on how the apps (software)  their 
children are using work. Parents participate with their children more when they know how to 
interact with the apps their children are using.

Our special needs classrooms have multiple paraprofessionals who work side by side 
with our teachers to meet the needs of their students.  These paraprofessionals reach out to  
provide  support with schoolwork through Zoom calls, helping with spelling practice, reading 
and completion of worksheets.  They help parents create home behavior plans and serve as 
encouragement to them.

Our full contingency of counseling services remain available to students.  School 
counselors have reached out to assess student needs and continue to serve students with 
scheduling for next year, college applications and scholarships.  Some are posting positive 
messages to the students weekly as well as reaching out by phone, email and video conferencing 
with students who are struggling.

 The Student Assistance Program (SAP) meetings continue to happen at the building 
levels.  Support and assistance is offered via TeleHealth sessions to students in need and SAP 
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counselors assess the mental health needs of students to ensure appropriate follow up and 
referrals can be made. SAP Counselors reach out to families and students to assist in making 
referrals and linking families and students with the appropriate community resources and mental 
health supports and services. SAP counselors coordinate and follow up with outside mental 
health service providers and agencies to ensure students and families are connected with the 
appropriate level of mental health care. 

Anyone can refer a student to the Student Assistance Program. The referral form can be 
found on the home page of the district website under “Instruction at Home Resources.” 

As you can see by the activities I’ve outline the last few weeks, although we are out of 
the buildings, school remains in session!


