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The past few weeks, I've been informing readers about the many academic initiatives 
taking place in our online environment. Additionally, there are a number of initiatives to care for 
the physical needs of our students.

Since nearly the beginning of the shutdown, our Food Services Manager, Amy 
Skladanowski, has been working with some of our food service employees to prepare lunches for 
students to pick up at the high school every day. At first, that service was limited to the families 
who were eligible for the free and reduced lunch programs. As the crisis expanded, the federal 
government removed eligibility requirements and now lunches are available to anyone age 18 
and under. Every day, over 100 lunches and breakfasts for the next day are picked up for the 
students.  Families can order online through our website or by phone.

Under the initiative and leadership of high school guidance counselor, Betsy Weiss, a 
GMHS Cares initiative was begun.  Initially, the group called 220 families to check on their 
wellness and needs.  This led to assembling 37 volunteers from our staff who every day go out 
and deliver lunches to 142 students from 60 families.  In addition to providing lunches, these 
volunteers every Thursday pick up food from the Edinboro food pantry and make deliveries of 
that food. Additionally, the team has solicited donations from places like Target and from 
individuals. To date, $6250 has been raised to assist families.   If you would like to make a 
donation of funds to get to our families in need, you can mail a check made payable to “General 
McLane High School” with “Student Benevolence” in the memo.  Or, if you are familiar with the 
electronic payment system, Venmo, you can donate @GMLancers.
          Our GMHS cares committee is also working with local businesses. Donors have provided 
funds to the Edinboro Hotel and Edinboro Dinor which are supplying certificates for meals at 
local restaurants.  Our team is then delivering these with lunches to the families in need.  One 
resident has donated bagel and scone baskets that were delivered and Lakeside Bagel and Deli 
donates bagels every Monday and Thursday.  A high school teacher and his wife, Charlie and 
Stephanie Hager, have been making masks to include with deliveries and another teacher 
donated a number of gas cards.

We also have students in the giving spirit to help out with the situation.  The General 
McLane High School Education Academy has developed GM Thrives, a tutoring and support 
program for middle and elementary students that are currently having difficulties with their at-
home instruction. The program offers mentoring for younger students. Students from the 
Education Academy and from the High School Principal’s cabinet have volunteered to do this. 
Dan Kane, who is the teacher in charge of the program, gathers names of students who are in 
need of tutoring and matching them with tutors.

We know that the closure of school means that many of the year-end events will not take 
place as usual. Our administrators and teachers are working very hard to make as many events 
possible in the format of the new reality in which we live. The middle school will be holding 
their annual 8th grade dinner dance in a virtual setting. The high school has gone ahead and 
elected a Prom court, has asked students to post pictures of their prom attire online,  and hopes to 
have some live event in the future if it becomes possible.

There is a massive effort being made to salvage senior events. A complex and time 
consuming plan has been put into motion to record a virtual commencement. The annual senior 
giveback day during which seniors do projects for the school will take place in a socially 
distanced way over a longer period of time. The annual senior breakfast will be held in a grab 
and go format.
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A group of senior parents is planning an individualized gift bag for every senior. If you 
would like to contribute to those gifts either financially, with small treats or gifts, or by writing 
notes to the seniors, please reach out to me and I will put you in touch with the appropriate 
people.  There are 160 gift bags to be made but each will be personalized so if you want to write 
a note to your neighbor, etc. that can be accommodated.

Finally, a number of organizations and churches have reached out to the district to offer 
help.  In order to avoid duplication of efforts, a Zoom meeting was held with all the 
organizations. This group, which I have dubbed the Community Care Coalition, is working 
together to see that needs will be met now and throughout the summer.  One of the churches had 
access to many meals provided through the National Guard and helped our team deliver them 
last week.  Kevin Opple, Edinboro Borough Manager, has secured some funds for our efforts 
from the Erie County Gaming Authority.   Look for more details of that effort to come in a 
special edition of the West County Journal.


