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	 This week, I stray from my usual approach of addressing a single topic and instead, offer 
a variety of thoughts and information related to our current situation with the pandemic.

• Some taxpayers may not be aware that we dodged a bullet last week.  It was looking as 
though we would all receive a property tax increase this summer, even if local districts did not 
increase millage rates.  The reason for the increase related to Act 1 of 2006 which provided the 
homestead/farmstead rebate through gambling funds.  Since gambling revenues are down 55% 
due to the casinos being closed, there was going to be a reduction in these funds for property tax 
decrease and thus, an increase in individual tax bills.

Late last week, the legislature decided to use $300 million of the federal CoVid relief 
funds to replace the lost gambling revenue so taxpayers would not bear the loss of gambling 
funds.  This is good news at the local level.

• A massive effort has been mounted by our employees to give students “end-of-year” 
experiences to replace the normal events annually held as the school year ends.  As humans, we 
need ritual and consistency and there has always been a “life-cycle” of a school year which 
provides it.  I’m in awe of the time and efforts that have been devoted to this.

Edinboro Elementary traditionally holds a ceremony to mark the fact that their fourth 
graders are moving on.  This year, it was effectively done with students staying in automobiles 
with their parents, coming onto school grounds to return school property, see socially distanced 
teachers saying goodbye, and receive a gift from their teachers.

The high school traditionally has a fun and silly event known as Mr. GM.  Students 
compete for this dubious distinction by showing school spirit, talent, a swimsuit presentation and 
demonstrating their quick wit in a question and answer section.  It is always a night of great fun 
as no one is supposed to take it too seriously.  This year, the contestants submitted videos of each 
area of competition and they were edited to be presented over the course of four nights last week.  
Finally, at the end of the week, the winners were announced.  Being completely done through the 
video medium this year, it gave contestants a new tool to show creativity. It was amazing what 
they were able to do.  If you’d like to see for yourself, go to Youtube and search for “Mr GM 
2020.”

Of course, a great deal of focus has been on the Class of 2020 who will not have a chance 
to ever again experience the end of year events.  Last Friday, the annual “last day for seniors” 
was done in a very effective way.  Usually, that day begins with a senior breakfast and some 
seniors transporting themselves to school in unique vehicles like tractors.  Then at the end of the 
day, they go back to their elementary schools where it all started for a walk through.  This year’s 
version included students driving their vehicle behind the school and stopping at five stations, 
two where they returned school-owned items, one where they received breakfast with Bagels 
from Lakeside Bagel and Deli, another where they received their senior t-shirt and a final station 
where they received an amazing gift bag.  The gift bag, which was personalized, was put together 
by a group of parents and included notes, candy and treats, an alumni mug, gift certificates and 
many other items donated by businesses and individuals.  High School teachers and staff lined 
the parking lot to cheer them on and say goodbye.  Both the students and their parents were 
really appreciative of the event.

The last week of school is always filled with evening events for seniors.  The annual 
senior banquet was held virtually this past Monday.  The annual Baccalaureate took place on 
Wednesday and Thursday night, the film made of the virtual commencement was released for 
seniors and their parents at the Sunset Drive-in. The commencement video is available publicly 
for anyone to view as of June 5.
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•  This crisis has produced a new cadre of heroes.  Health care workers and first 
responders deserve great honor and appreciation for what they are doing.  Another group of 
heroes are the people who are gifted using visual means to present ideas.  All these virtual events 
require talented people to take photos, shoot video and then edit it.  Video has been a way for us 
to feel connected through this crisis.

We are SO fortunate to have two professionals on our staff and two members of the 
senior class who are extremely talented in these areas.  Some schools had to hire professionals 
for all their events but not at GM.  Karen Hodas, our photography teacher,  and Ty Stuyvesant, 
who teaches video among other things, have spent countless hours creating lasting, video 
memories for our seniors.  They both have student protégés who have also spent many, many 
hours.  Ellen Eisert is a gifted young photographer and Ryan Hess is an extraordinary video 
editor who have helped create life-long memories for their classmates.  Thank you to all!


