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Last week, we were informed very late Thursday that one of the school photographers at 
our elementary school tested positive for CoVid 19.  The Health Department did their 
investigation and concluded that the company followed proper procedures, no one was at risk 
and contact tracing was not necessary.  They said whether we needed to inform anyone was up to 
us.

Before I did anything with a public statement, I asked the principal to investigate and 
confirm that proper procedures were followed.  He personally checked in the picture area 15-20 
times on picture day and personally escorted cyber students from the door to get their picture.  
He confirmed that all photographers were masked and never were within six feet of the children.  
I also emailed teachers who took two groups of students for pictures that day and asked if masks 
were worn and distancing was followed.  As of this writing, 14 teachers have confirmed that 
photographers were masked and proper distancing followed.  Now keep in mind that every week 
I have done a Facebook live session since August, someone has asked about picture day as it is 
apparently very important to some.

Though there was a good chance no one would know anything about this since the Health 
Department  keeps everything confidential, I felt that people would appreciate the transparency - 
and some did.  However, the Facebook mob jumped on board a parent’s accusation that the 
photographer was not wearing a mask as stated by her third grader.  This third grader is a cyber 
student and was personally escorted by the principal from the door to the photography area and 
he  confirms masks were worn.  (School pictures are not a requirement but many students 
working at home online chose to come get them taken.)

Social media has made the job of school administrators 100 times harder than it already is 
– and it is pretty hard.  The conventional wisdom is to just shrug and say, “it’s the time in which 
we live.”   I think this community can be better.  I think we can rise above making accusations 
without proof and I think we can make the proper choice of going to the source before we turn to 
social media.

So, here is my guide to evaluate anything you read on social media.
1.  Evaluate the source of the information.  Does the person making the post have any 

credentials that would validate expertise on the subject?  Is the person making the statement an 
eye witness or basing the statement on another party?  Did the person immediately post an 
accusation without doing any personal investigation or at least talking to the people directly 
involved?

2.  Apply logic to the situation.  False information is usually based on an emotion – fear, 
concern, hurt – so people often make stamens that are illogical.  For example, in this situation, if 
a school photo company did not follow the protocols they promised at one school, they would be 
out of business very quickly.  School officials talk and we would make known any indiscretions.  
This company had three photographers taking pictures and a fourth person just to be sure 
protocols were followed and things went smoothly.  It would not be in their best interests to 
create a problem for a school.

3.  Watch out for “useful idiots.”  “Useful idiots” is not a derogatory term but a 
technical term.  These are “naive or credulous people who can be manipulated or exploited to 
advance a cause or political agenda.”  They were used by the Russians as part of the 2016 
election meddling.  Even in local issues, people with no connection to the district or knowledge 
of the situation, jump on board with criticisms and opinions of what to do.  Be careful you are 
not following these people and be careful you do not become one.
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4.  Be courageous and recognize our unhealthy attraction to gossip.  We all have to 
face the fact that we all love gossip, me included.  “Ooh, what’s the dirt on this?” gets us a little 
excited if we are honest with ourselves.  It comes from a dark place inside us.  The only way to 
deal with gossip is with the truth and to do that, we have to go to those people directly involved.  
And let’s face it, it takes courage to do that because we know the truth may prove us wrong.  
Don’t post anything online that involves other people unless you have spoken with them.

If we follow these guidelines, we will be a more civil society–both online and in person.


