
Lancer Letter #497 CoVID Alert

	 Last week with my Lancer Letter, I hoped to inspire everyone to wear masks and avoid 
gatherings to protect our children from CoVid 19.  As I write this on November 2, it would 
appear that both the county and school district are experiencing a significant surge in CoVid 
cases - and it is occurring among adults who are passing it on to children.

Transmission of the virus is being monitored by two metrics:  Incidence Rate per 100,000 
in the most recent 7 days and PCR test percent positivity in the most recent 7 days.  Now, 
remember that a PCR test is the most reliable but the rate reported does not reflect the hundreds 
of Rapid Tests being done.

As of November 1, 2020, here are the numbers for all zip codes in our district:
	

	 I know people like to take issue with the numbers and don’t always understand what they 
mean.  The numbers change on a daily basis and when you are looking at cumulative numbers 
averaged over a week, you will see fluctuation.  But the fact is, I’ve been watching the chart 
above since September and there were a lot of 0’s on the chart and any other numbers were 
single digit.  It is clear that people are not taking this seriously enough.

Please keep in mind that if someone in your family contracts CoVid, the rest of the family 
is quarantined for 24 days.  The person with the virus will be contagious for 10 days so the 14 
day quarantine is tacked onto that since a family member could contract it on day 10.  Twenty-
four days is a long time for a student to be away from school and all other activities in which 
they may participate.  If for no other reason, can we please wear a mask and avoid social settings 
for the sake of our children?

I have considered whether I should suspend extracurriculars or put all students remotely 
online due to these numbers.  The reality is, we are not seeing these numbers anywhere in school.  
With the few cases we’ve had, we have had 0 close contacts in the classrooms and only 5-6 on 
the busses.  School is likely the safest place to be since we enforce masking and distancing.  
Sending the kids out into the community where the virus is more prevalent makes no sense to 
me.

Zip Code Town/City Positivity Rate last 7 Days Incidence Rate Last 7 Days

Metrics to note SEVERE range of infection > or = 10% > or = 100

16403 Cambridge Springs 10.42% 75.12

16410 Cranesville 38.46% 292.57

16412 Edinboro 14.75% 84.85

16415 Fairview 10.42% 52.30

16417 Girard 17.86% 65.14

16426 McKean 30.00%` 155.04

16441 Waterford 10.87% 49.39

16506 Erie 13.25% 82.34

16509 Erie 12.43% 81.31
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I know there is a segment of the population that believes the virus is a hoax and will just 
go away.  Some spew Constitutional misconception with the idea of mask wearing.  To those 
people who won’t take the virus seriously and won’t mask and keep their distance, I have one 
request.

Go to one of the 231,000 homes in this country where a loved one was lost to CoVid 19.  
Sit in the chair upon which the deceased usually sat when the family gathered around the table.  
Share your perceptions of the virus with that family.  If you are courageous enough to do that and 
heartless enough to not care about their feelings, then you are entitled to your opinion.

If you don’t want to do that, then humor us and do it for our kids.  Their lives have been 
turned upside down in the last year and they are finally in a rhythm of school life.  If closing 
schools become necessary, it will be one more disruption to their already interrupted young life.


