
Lancer Letter #505 Pandemic by the Numbers

	 For the last month, I’ve taken a break from writing about all things pandemic to rerun my 
favorite Christmas series.  Since CoVid numbers have been raging and another surge is expected, 
I thought I would spend some time reviewing numbers specific to the district and what they 
mean.

On November 2, in Lancer Letter #497, I outlined the metrics we monitor to track the 
presence of the virus in our community and alerted everyone that the numbers edged into the 
“Substantial” area for the first time.  At this point, given the numbers we have seen since 
Thanksgiving, I’d be happy to see those early November numbers again.

First, a review of what the numbers mean:  Transmission of the virus is being monitored 
by two metrics:  Incidence Rate per 100,000 in the most recent 7 days and PCR test percent 
positivity in the most recent 7 days.  Now, remember that a PCR test is the most reliable but the 
rate reported does not reflect the hundreds of Rapid Tests being done.

There are a number of sources to look at this data.  Both the state and county health 
departments have a site.  John Hopkins is also providing a site with a great deal of data.  The 
source I have been using is www.mainlinemama.com.  I know it sounds strange, but a woman 
who describes herself as “Researcher. Analyst. Mom.” put the site together and the county health 
department has verified it is legitimate.

If you go site hopping, you see varying numbers.  That is because these sites record their 
data on different days and times so you have to be careful to compare “apples to apples.”  I’ve 
done all my comparisons with mainline mama.

So here is where we’ve been with stats for the General McLane School District 
community:

	 As you can see, the numbers grew dramatically until the new Targeted Mitigation Order 
went into effect on December 12.  Of course, now, we may see numbers surge again following 
the holidays and the lifting of the order.

With CoVid spreading so significantly, the recommendation from the state is to do full 
time remote learning.  If we feel we can continue some in-person learning while carefully 
monitoring cases, we can continue to offer masked, distanced, in-person learning with one catch.  

General McLane School District Rates 
Source;  mainlinemama.com

Cases per 100,000 Positivity Rate

Substantial Rate 100 10%

10.28.2020 42.22 7.46%

11.15.2020 213.01 22.4%

11.30.2020 336.78 27.6%

12.14.2020 1081.35 52.69%

12.20.2020 557.38 48.66%

1.1.2021 327.19 43.83%

http://www.mainlinemama.com
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Based on size of school, if a certain number of positive or probable cases are physically present 
in the school building within a 14 day period, the building will need to close for a few days as a 
way to interrupt the spread and allow some extra cleaning to take place.  We ran into this 
situation with our McKean Elementary and had to close it for two days the week before 
Christmas.

When the surge hit in late November, the County Health Department no longer had 
enough time and manpower to handle every case with contact tracing.  Previously, when a 
positive case was identified, they had that person isolate and counseled them on what to do.  
They asked the positive persons to identify close contacts and then contacted the close contacts 
to quarantine and watch for symptoms.  Now they can only deal with the positive cases so school 
districts have become the de facto health department for their students and families.  We are 
handling close contacts, probables and positives which from November 29 to January 3 equaled 
251 people.  Without school districts acting as quickly as we have, the spread may have even 
been worse.

We have definitely learned that the level of virus in the community impacts schools.  We 
hope everyone will do their part to limit the spread of the virus as inoculations occur over the 
next several months.


