
Lancer Letter #510        In Memoriam 
 
This week’s Lancer Letter comes from GM Director of Communication, Sarah Grabski. 
 
This interview was conducted with James W. Parker Middle School nurse Nathan Everhart on 
February 5, 2021. Tragically, Nathan passed away suddenly nine days later while cross country 
skiing with his wife, Sandy. Mr. Everhart touched the lives of so many General McLane students, 
families and staff members as he sought to care for us in every way. We were so lucky to call him 
a member of our General McLane family and we would love to share some of his thoughts and 
words posthumously.  
 
Nathan Everhart considered each day a gift during his 28 years working as a school nurse at 
James W. Parker Middle School.  
 
“Each day that I get to come here and work with these amazing people and in this dynamic 
community with these students…is a blessing. A true gift,” he said. “I sometimes pinch myself 
that this is what I get to do.” 
 
Mr. Everhart had been working in the field of school nursing, what he called “his life calling,” 
for 31 years with 28 of those years being employed at Parker Middle School.  
 
A proud father of three daughters -- all General McLane graduates – Mr. Everhart earned his 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Edinboro University of Pennsylvania in 1985. Upon 
graduating, he wanted to lay roots in the community. 
 
“This little town just took a hold of me and I’ve never left,” he said, laughing. “It’s my home.” 
 
That’s when he discovered his passion for school nursing. 
 
“Everything about it appealed to me,” he said. “I loved working with kids and the hours and 
schedule also fit with doing mission work in the summers. I also knew I wanted to coach.”  
 
He obtained his School Nurse Certification in January 1990, when he began working at 
Penncrest School District. He took the job at the middle school with General McLane in July 
1993.  
 
“There’s always been something so attractive about the GM community and the feeling you get 
when you walk through the halls here,” he said. “It’s hard to explain to someone on the outside, 
but when you’re here, you just know.”  
 
Mr. Everhart began coaching football and volunteered in the wrestling program. But he admitted 
that his first few years as a school nurse were a bit unexpected for him.  
 
“School nursing is a bit like marriage,” he laughed. “I took on school nursing thinking I had a 
good idea of what it was. I had no idea.” 
 



He latched onto the psycho-emotional part of his role and began diving into helping students 
through mental and emotional problems.  
 
“I realized I was part social worker, part medical professional, and a huge lover of kids,” he said. 
“I got into it for the medical piece of it and stayed in it for the mental and emotional part for 
them. It keeps me going.” 
 
In fact, he liked that part of his role so much that he became certified as a school guidance 
counselor and split his role to accommodate that.  
 
During a normal school year, Mr. Everhart saw between 60 and 80 kids each day. Those visits 
were his favorite part of being a school nurse. 
 
“These kids are just going through these huge changes, especially in middle school,” he said. “I 
love sitting down and talking with them, finding out what’s going on and seeing how we can 
help.”  
 
In the 2020-21 school year, those visits dramatically decreased due to COVID-19, but Mr. 
Everhart adapted his communication with students and their families.  
 
“I’m making more phone calls and trying to connect with students in different ways than I would 
previously,” he added. “They’re only here for a few hours a day, so it’s tough to get a handle on 
their mental state while they’re here.”  
 
He began helping with contact tracing for COVID-19 and sharing information with parents, 
families, students and staff surrounding COVID-19.  
 
That part of his job highlighted another skill that he perfected during his years at Parker Middle 
School – communication.  
 
“When it comes down to it, I’m inserting myself in people’s lives,“ he said. “And I’m getting 
much better at it. It’s taken years of making mistakes to understand how to intervene and when to 
call and when to say something.” 
 
But perhaps above all, Mr. Everhart treasured the relationships he formed during his 28 years at 
Parker Middle School.  
 
“I really get so much out of really forming deep bonds and friendships with co-workers and even 
some students who need an ear to talk or someone to believe in them and tell them that they are 
worthy,” Mr. Everhart said. “It’s been my life’s calling.”  
 
 
 
  
 
 


